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T. and Ora Ellis Troutman and their chil- 
dren, Leon, Hattie, Robert, Roy and Marvin; 
Gordon and Alma Jones and their daughters 
- Lottie Ruth and Gordine; Harvey and Eva 
Nelson Richmond and their daughter VeRee, 
and Flora Ellis Richmond; C.I. Watkins and 
his daughters Pearl and Delphine; Leath W. 
and Ruby Lyle Young and their children 
Curtis, Smyth, Marie and Edra; Emma 
Young and her mother Mrs. William Thomas 
Young. 

The great depression and World War II 
during the 1930’s and 1940's brought vast 
changes to the community as children grew 
up and moved away. Later, most of the aging 
membership also moved into town. For a 
number of years several families returned to 
Mt. Horeb from Carthage to attend worship 
services and church school. Finally the 
decision was made to close the doors of Mt. 
Horeb Methodist Church. Dora McBeth Ellis 
remembered the first sermon by Reverend 
C.C. Griffin, January 24, 1915, the fifth 
birthday of her daughter, Eva D. Ellis 
Caldwell. The last sermon by Reverend Paul 
Kern was preached on her 71st birthday, May 
28, 1961. 

The membership transferred to other 
congregations when the church was dissolved 
in 1961. They were as follows: George W. and 
Dora M. Ellis to Broadmeadow Methodist 
Church in Jackson; Estelle Young (Mrs. 
Wade H.) Ellis, Herschel C. and Mannie L. 
Moseley Ellis, Robert L. and Ruth Freeny 
Ellis, Alma (Mrs. Gordon) Jones, Ruby Lyle 
(Mrs. Leath W.) Young, and Emma Young, 
all to the Carthage Methodist Church; Flora 
Ellis (Mrs. Harvey) Richmond, Olon S. and 
Winnie D. Henderson Young, and Smyth 
Young to the Freeny Methodist Church. 

Action by the 1963 Mississippi Methodist 
Annual Conference returned the land to Ora 
Ellia Troutman and transferred the church 
building to the Mississippi Methodist Indian 
Mission for the use of the Red Water 
congregation just north of Carthage. The 
name, Mr. Horeb Methodist Church, was 
retained for a few years. After the Choctaws 
built a new church building on Highway 35 
north of Carthage, they changed the name to 
John Memorial United Methodist Church in 
memory of Bilbo John, a faithful and devoted 
Choctaw. 

Pastors serving the Mt. Horeb Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, 1915-1939 were 
E.H. Cooley, 1915-1917; W.N. Ware, 1918- 
1920; J.W. Price, 1921-1922; C.H. Herring, 
1923; Van R. Landrum, 1924-1927; J.W. 
Moore, (Carthage Circuit) 1927-1929; B.W. 
Ware 1930; E.M. Allen 1931; C.Y. Higgin- 
botham, 1932-1935; S.N. Young, 1936-1937; 
and H.S. Westbrook, 1938. 

In 1939 The Methodist Church (1939- 
1968) was formed when the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, South, the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, and the Methodist Protestant 
Church merged. J.W. Loudenslager was 
pastor of the Mt. Horeb Methodist Church, 
1939-1945; S.B. Watkins 1946-1947; Roy T. 
Scott, 1948; Olon C. Hull, 1949-1957; Jerry M. 
Williamson, 1958-1960; and Paul D. Kern, 
1960-1961. 


by Minnie Ellis Phillips 
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MT. ZION BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
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See Zion Community. 


NEW BETHEL 
(SHOCKALO) 
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST 
CHURCH 


C40 


July 2, 1836, Elder’s Stephen Berry and 
Shedrick Jones met by appointment in the 
home of Roderick R. Fortson, in the Free 
Trade Area. By request they formed them- 
selves into a presbytery and received letters 
from the following nine charter members: 
Isaac Parker, Ann Parker, Anna Parker, 
Mathew Wilkerson, John Wilkerson, William 
Wilkerson, Holly Wilkerson, Sarah Wilker- 
son, Elisabeth Wilkerson. Finding the peti- 
tioners to be thus constituted into a Gospel 
Church of Christ. Declaring this meeting in 
order, giving the right hand of fellowship to 
the above nine members. 

Then pronounced themselves a Gospel 
Church of Christ, to be known by the name 
of “New Bethel.” 

The Church then met in conference, a 
motion and second was made to call a pastor 
for the remainder of the year. Elder Shadrack 
Jones was unanimously chosen. 

Elder Stephen Berry, Moderator 

R.R. Fortson, Clerk 

Roderick R. Fortson donated some land to 
the church, to erect a church building on and 
use for cemetery purposes. There has been 
three different buildings erected, and the last 
one has been remodeled twice. Today Sep- 
tember 1984, one hundred and forth-eight 
years later New Bethel Church is blessed to 
have a nice building, with a black top drive- 
way leading up to it from the Highway (488). 
A spacious parking lot and approximately 
two and one half acres in a cemetery, and it 
is almost full. But above and beyond this New 
Bethel Church is still a very active and Spirit 
filled church, with some of the best singing 
and preaching this side of heaven. 


by Bobby Joe Wright 


NEW COUNTY LINE 
UNION CHURCH 
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New County Line Union Church, which is 
located two miles South of Edinburg, was 
organized on the second Sunday in March 
1941. Bro. Lee Carter, one of the nine charter 
members, was the first pastor for the Baptist. 
Bro. Frank Dennis was the first Church of 
God pastor. In 1967 the old church was 
moved and a new one was built; since 1967 
one addition has been made. 


by Brenda Wilcher 


' NEW HOPE BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
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A Brief History 


On Estes Mill Road, five miles north of 
Walnut Grove, in Leake County, Mississippi, 
the New Hope Baptist Church meets for 
worship in a white wood frame church 
building built in 1926. The building is nearly 
fifty years old but the church is much older. 
It can trace its origin to the year 1858. (1. See 
Appendix One) 

The New Hope Church today has about 
fifty resident members. (2. New Hope Baptist 
Church Roll, Church Clerk, Mrs. U.G. Rich- 
mond, Walnut Grove, Mississippi.) Total 
membership is approximately seventy. The 
Reverend James H. Young, Jr. is pastor of the 
church. 

Membership in this church has never been 
more than one-hundred ten to one-hundred 
twenty. (3. Statistical Summaries; Harmony 
Baptist Association and Leake County Bap- 
tist Association. Mississippi Baptist Histori- 
cal Collection, Mississippi College Library, 
Clinton, Mississippi.) Its best years have 
been the years when the village of Estes Mill 
flourished nearby. The church is older than 
the Estes Mill village and has survived it. 

It was in 1876 that Reuben Estes moved 
from Damascus to the community and put up 
his cotton gin, sawmill and grist mill; and it 
was then that the Estes Mill village began. (4. 
File Folder, Estes Mill, Mississippi. Leake 
County. Department of Archives and His- 
tory, Jackson, Mississippi.) But New Hope 
Church was already there. It had been 
organized in 1858, had disbanded in 1865 and 
had been reorganized in 1871. (5. See 
Appendix One) 

Records of the church in its beginning, as 
far as we know, do not exist. We do know that 
it identified itself with Harmony Baptist 
Association in 1858. (6. History of Mississippi 
Baptists-Volume II, Leavell and Bailey, 
Mississippi Baptist Publishing Company, 
1904. Chapter XX, Harmony Baptist Associ- 
ation, page 826.) The association met at 
Thomastown last year. The church’s name 
was then Pleasant Grove (7. Harmony Bap- 
tist Association Minutes, 1871. Mississippi 
Baptist Historical Collection, Mississippi 
College Library, Clinton, Mississippi) and it 
disbanded in 1865 because of the “critical 
period of reconstruction” and “the blighting 
influences” of the Civil War. (See Appendix 
One) 

In 1871 the church was reorganized and 
given a new name, New Hope. (See Appendix 
One) A report about the work of Reverend 
J.M. Pearson, a missionary for Harmony 
Baptist Association, contains these statem- 
ents about the reorganization of the church: 

“He (Brother Pearson) commenced his 
labor on the 16th of August and visited the 
neighborhood of Old Pleasant Grove, spent 
about two weeks there in August and Septem- 
ber, constituted a church of 22 members 
under the name of New Hope. She afterward 
received 3 by letter and 7 by baptism. The 
church held conference, called a supply 
(preacher), and appointed 2 messenters to 
hear a petitionary detlor to your body for 
admission.” (10. Ibid, 7 above) 
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the church as a member that. year. Reverend 
WS, Rushing and LR, Troutman were the 
messengers. (11. Ibid, 7 above) Brother 
Rushing was from the neighboring Pleasant 
Hill Church where he had been licensed to 
preach in 1852. (12. “Condensed History of 
Harmony Baptist Association from its Orga- 
nization to 1909.” Minutes Harmony Baptist 
Association, Mississippi Baptist Historical 
Collection, Mississippi College Library, Clin- 
ton, Mississippi.) He served New Hope as 
pastor 1871-1875 and again in 1882. He was 
also a missionary working in Leake County 
for Harmony Association on occasions. (13. 
(Ibid) The reorganization of New Hope 
Church was on Saturday before the third 
Sunday in September, 1871 (September 16). 
(14. See Appendix One) 

The New Hope Church took an active part 
in the Mission-minded Harmony Baptist 
Association. The Association met at New 
Hope in 1877 and in 1891. The church 
participated in mission offerings for the 
Association, for Indian Missions, Foreign and 
State Missions. At the 1877 Association 
meeting New Hope’s messenger, A.C. Jones, 
“earnestly exhorted all the churches to 
awaken ahd have Sabbath School.” The 
church was a missionary church and suppor- 
ted the program and mission causes of the 
Mississippi Baptist Convention and the 
Southern Baptist Convention. (15. Minutes 
Harmony Baptist Association, Mississippi 
Baptist Historical Collection, Mississippi 
College Library.) 

In 1893 (16. New Hope Baptist Church, 
handwritten notes on History of the Church, 
by Rev. Peter C. Barnett, in possession of 
Mrs. T.A. Weems, Walnut Grove, Missis- 
sippi.) New Hope licensed two men who 
became Baptist leaders in Leake County. 
They were Dr. A.M. Barnett and Reverend 
Peter C. Barnett. Dr. A.M. Barnett was a 
medical doctor, a teacher and farmer. New 
Hope ordained him to the gospel ministry. He 
served the church as pastor from 1902-1906 
(17. Harmony Baptist Association Minutes, 
1902-1906) again from 1927-1931. (18. New 
Hope Baptist Church Minutes, 1927-1931) 
Brother Peter C. Barnett was ordained by the 
Standing Pine Church; he was never a pastor 
at New Hope. (19. Ibid, 12 above) After the 
Harmony Baptist Association became the 
Leake County Baptist Association in 1921, 
Dr. A.M. Barnett served as moderator and 
Reverend P.C. Barnett served as clerk. (20. 
Leake County Baptist Association Minutes, 
1921-1973) 

Evangelism has been an interest of the New 
Hope Church from its beginning. In 1871 
there were 22 members who reorganized the 
church and she immediately received three 
by letter and seven by baptism. (21. Ibid, 7 
above) Revival time. was a part of the 
churches planning through the years. In 1872 
she reported to the Association that the 
church was “much revived.” Reverend P.C. 
Barnett in a brief history of the church tells 
of a revival in 1887 where 24 people were 
baptized including himself. (22. Ibid, 16 
above) The association minutes show bap- 
tisms almost every year. Minutes of the 
church (from 1904) indicate that revivals 
were held at least once a year and sometimes 
more often. Reverend G.O. Parker was a 
favorite revival preacher. He preached seven 
revivals at New Hope. (23. New Hope Baptist 
Church Minutes.) 

Many years ago now, nearby the church 


site was a spring. It was the water source for 
the church, Some present. day members 
remember a baptizing pool that the church 
had boarded up near the spring where the 
new converts were baptized. (24. Recollec- 
tions, Mrs. T.A. Weems, Walnut Grove, 
Mississippi) The church minutes refer to the 
church services being suspended at the 
church house to be resumed at the place of 
baptism. Then in the minutes are listed those 
who were baptized. 

Of church houses it is believed that New 
Hope has had three; the present one, the one 
prior to it built in 1888, and the original Old 
Pleasant Grove building. 

The church minutes of October 1925 record 
that F.Z. Grimes, C.F. Reeves, Miss Loca 
Grimes and Mrs. T.A. Weems were the 
building committee for the house of worship 
now used by the church. Reverend G.B. 
Smalley was pastor. The congregation moved 
into the church in 1926. Land across the road 
from the old church building and cemetery 
had been acquired and the new church house 
built thereon. In November of 1926 E.A. 
Hooks bought the old building for $65.50 and 
moved it. The new building had no class- 
rooms and the church worshipped in it for 
several years before the inside was ceiled. 
Many improvements have come through the 
years. Classrooms have been added and the 
interior made both comfortable and condu- 
cive to worship. One improvement, long 
outdated, that many will remember is a 
carbide lighting system given by the Estes 
family in the early years of this century. (25. 
New Hope Baptist Church Minutes) 

It is from Reverend Peter C. Barnett’s 
history of the church that we learn of two 
church buildings before the present one. In 
1887 the church experienced a great revival 
and it was decided that a new church building 
was needed; this building was completed in 
1888 while Reverend E.T. Barnett was 
pastor. (26. Ibid, 16 above) Many of the 
present members remember this building. It 
was never painted, and stood near the 
cemetery. There were two entrance doors 
that opened into the 30 by 50 rectangular 
wood frame building. The pulpit was between 
the two entrance doors. Side doors were 
opened for ventilation in summer but seldom 
used at other times of the year. The pews were 
handmade benches with a slat or two for back 
support. The outside walls were high, the roof 
steep and the glass in the windows clear. Heat 
in winter was by a woodburning heater. (27. 
Recollections, James H. Young, Sand Hill, 
Mississippi) 

In Brother Barnett’s history he also tells of 
a church building that he knew of before the 
1888 building: 

“The New Hope Church that I knew in 
early childhood is older than I am (he was 
born 1872 and died 1960). It must be more 
than a century old. 

“It. was a sacred spot.—I really thought 
God lived there. It was located 4 mile 
northwest of the present location. It was a 
large 30 by 50 rough frame building. It was 
ventilated by opening the window shutters, 
there were no glass windows. Ventilation was 
reinforced by turkey tail and palmetto fans. 
It was lighted during revival meetings by 
tallow candles and small brass lamps.” (Ibid, 
16 above) 

We do not know but it may be that this 
building was the original Old Pleasant Grove 
house of worship. 


The old building described by Reverend 
Peter C. Barnett was used as a school as was 
the 1888 building. (29. Recollections, Mrs. 
Bert Young, Walnut Grove, Mississippi) The 
minutes of the church for several years after 
1904 record that school trustees were granted 
permission to use the church house for 
conducting school for four months during the 
winter. 

The New Hope Church has been the family 
church of many families who have lived in the 
area. Brother Barnett in his history of the 
church said that both of his grandmothers 
and most of his uncles and aunts were 
members. (30. Ibid, 16 above) Three families, 
the Reeves, Young and Grimes, have been 
closely associated with the church for years. 
Members of these families still live in the 
community and are members of the church 
today. The forebears of these three families 
were some of the early settlers of the land in 
the community. The Reeves family settlers 
arrived in the late 1840's. (31. Reverend 
Barney Reeves, Walnut Grove, Mississippi) 
the Young’s in 1859, (32. Young Family 
History, Leon Young, Walnut Grove, Missis- 
sippi) and the Grimes after the War in the 
1860’s. (33. F.Z. Grimes, Jr., Carthage, Mis- 
sissippi) These three families became large, 
they inter-married, and their kin and connec- 
tions were many and New Hope was the 
meeting place of ‘cousins by the dozens’. 
Other families, some members of the church 
and some not, who have roots in the commu- 
nity for several generations back are the 
Alford, Bradford, Coleman, Crane, Ellis, 


Estes, Foy, Harper, Henderson, Hooks, Mills, oe 


Patridge, Richmond, Summers, Watkins, 
Weems, and Williams. 

One of Leake County’s most prominent 
citizens was F.Z. Grimes, Sr. He grew up in 
the community and he and his family were 
active members of the church. He had 
business interest at the Estes Mill, Carthage 
and Walnut Grove. Throughout the county. 
he was known for his organizing and promo- 
ting the Leake County Fair held on fair- 
grounds near the New Hope Church at Estes 
Mill. When he died in 1928 at the age of fifty 
the church had a Resolution of Respect 
drawn. It was read in conference in Septem- 
ber of that year and recorded in the minutes 
of the church. He is the only member of the 
church that has ever been honored in this 
manner. (34. New Hope Baptist Church 
Minutes) 

The New Hope Cemetery is as old as the 
church if not older. The oldest grave with a 
dated gravestone is 1860. All of the graves in 
the cemetery are marked, but not all identi- 
fied. The small concrete markers were placed 
there as a part of a government Works 
Progress Administration project of the 
1930’s. Some of Leake County’s pioneer 
settlers lie buried here. 

Baptist work in Leake County is older than 
the New Hope Church. Walnut Grove was 
organized in 1848 and Pleasant Hill in 1849. 
There were Baptist churches in Carthage and 
Edinburg as early as 1843. New Bethel 
Church (now Primitive Baptist) was orga- 
nized on July 2, 1836 and Pilgrim’s Rest in 
the southwest part of the county (now 
extinct) was organized on September 23, 
1837. There may have been other churches 
older than these. One thing is sure, as the first 
settlers claimed “the new lands” made 


available by the Indian Treaties of the 1830's 


they brought with them their religion. Many 
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Roberts Tate, born 2 October 1848. Frances 
was the daughter of Robert Tate and Mary 
Weeks. Robert was the son of James Tate and 
Mary Ward and Mary was the daughter of 
James Weeks and Mary ?. Otha and Fanny 
had ten children. Otha died 8 October 1919 
and Fanny on 14 November 1912. They both 
are buried at Weston Cemetery in Holmes 
County. 

Otha was the son of Benjamin Grantham 
and Sarah Graham. Benjamin was born 6 
March 1800 in Robeson County, North 
Carolina. Although we are not certain who his 
parents are we do know that his grandparents 
were Richard Grantham, Sr., and Sarah ? of 
Robeson County, North Carolina. 

Sarah Graham was born 8 October 1795 in 
North Carolina. She was the daughter of 
Dugal Graham (Grayham) and Flora Scruggs, 
who also came from Robeson County. Dugal 
died before June 1821. 

The Wards, Grahams and Granthams 
apparently came from Robeson County along 
with some other families of that county to the 
Marion and Pike counties area sometime 
between 1810 and 1820. 


by J. A. Tate 
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The ancestors of this Taylor family came 
from England. They were in Acconac County, 
Virginia in 1645. 

Taylor Information—beginning early 
1840’s, Carroll Co., MS, which I cannot 
positively identify exact relationship, one 
with another, but I am including what I have, 
and the source of authority. 

From Family Sheets of Mrs. Everett 
Wallace, Jackson, MS: (Her grandfather was 
Thomas Timothy Taylor 1858, son of James 
Taylor 1816). 

James Taylor b. 1816, Ga., according to 
census, moved to Ala., was in 1850 Carroll 
Co., MS, census (517-569) listed with wife 
Emily. Family legend was he had 3 wives, two 
were Dukes from N.C., Emily Duke, Caroline 
Duke and #3 Nancy ?. 

Children: (may not be in correct chronical 
order) 

1. Sanford Taylor (have no dates on him; 
he took 3rd wife of his father back to Choctaw 
Co., Ala. to her people when James Taylor 
died; later supposedly went to Texas; had at 
least one son-Thomas Jefferson Taylor, who 
moved to Texas, married Emma Bates, had 
5 children, one was Thomas Jefferson Taylor, 
II, who married Minnie Lee Pattillo, parents 
of Lady Bird Taylor Johnson, wife of Presi- 
dent Lyndon B. Johnson. It is known that 
these Taylors lived in Monroe and Butler Co., 
Ala. Of particular interest is my ancestor: 
Armstead Taylor listed 1840 Butler, Ala. 
census, page 152, had 1 male child under 5, 
and male and female age span 20-30. Listed 
next to him was: Sanford Taylor, 1 m. 
between 5-10, male and female 20-30. Census 
records show that James and Armstead were 
both born in Ga. 1816. Can they be brothers- 
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brother took back the #3 wife of James to her 
family, it would all fit better. Oh, what a 
tangled web has been woven. 

2. Andrew J. Taylor, b. 1838/1920’s m. 
Lizzie Ross of Monroe Co. Ala. 

3. George Robert (Bob) Taylor 1840 in 
census, 1842 on tombstone, d. 1930 buried 
Prospect, m. Winnifred Taylor, his first 
cousin Winniford Taylor 1846-1937, dau. of 
Edward Taylor 1817, brother of James 
Taylor 1816. 

4, Eliza Taylor 1842 in census, 1844 on 
tombstone, d. 1893, m. Martha Taylor, sister 
of Winnifred, daughter of uncle Edward 
Taylor 1817. 1846-1937, both bur. Prospect. 

Per Henry Taylor; son of John Zackery 
Taylor: he thinks Andrew, George Robert 
(Bob) and Elias Taylor are full brothers, they 
were all in the Civil War, and probably 
attended Porter Bridge or Ridge Baptist 
Church near Fresco City in their youth. They 
were enlisted men and their uncle Edward 
Taylor 1817 was a 1st Lt. and married to 
Abigail Lambert, an Indian b. 12/12/1820 
Ala., d. 5/9/1903, MS. 

5. Henry C. Taylor 1847/8-1919, was a 
Baptist Preacher, m. #1 Ellen Taylor, #2 ? 

6. William (Bill) Taylor 1849, m. Mary 
Adams. 

7. J. Frank Taylor d. 1929 Rocky Springs, 
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8. John Zackery Taylor 4/18/1853- 
10/1/1931 m. Martha Crane. 

9. Thomas Timothy Taylor 1858-1932 m. 
Martha Vance, dau. of William and Martha 
(Patsy) Lott Vance. 

10. Mary Taylor 1860-1951 m. James (Jim) 
Vance 1864-1947, both buried Prospect. He 
was brother of above Martha. 

1850 Caroll Co., Ms. Census: (517-569): 
Taylor, James 34 Ga.; Emily 21 Ala.; Andrew 
12 Ala.; Robert 10 Ala.; Elias 8 Ala.; Henry 
3 Ala.; Wm. 1 Ala. 

A careful study of above will indicate Emily 
is wife #2, the three older boys mother was 
Caroline Duke. 

From the Family Sheet of Mrs. Everett 
Wallace, Jackson, MS: Edward Taylor 
12/15/1817 census says born Ala., her memo 
reads died near Frisco City, Ala. Buried near 
Monroesville, Ala. He was brother to James 
Taylor 1816. He married Abagial Lambert, 
and Indian b. 12/12/1820 Ala., d. 5/9/1903 
MS. 

Children: 1. Martha Taylor 4/1/1849- 
5/26/1924, m. Elias Taylor, 1st cousin; 2. 
Winniford Taylor 1846-1937, m. George 
Robert (Bob) Taylor 1842/1930 Prospect. 
They were 1st cousins; 3. Mary Taylor 1842- 
1878, m. Thomas Stacey; 4. Robert Taylor 
1861-1947 (Duck Hill area); 5. JOe Taylor; 6. 
George Taylor; 7. Ellen Taylor-Henry C. 
Taylor; 8. Cleve Taylor; 9. Ernest Taylor. 

1850 Census, Monore Co., Ala., pg. 33: 
Taylor, Edward 33 Ala; Aiigal 30 Ala.; Mary 
7 Ala.; Winny 5 Ala.; Martha 1 Ala.; Elias 17 
Ala. (where does he fit in?). 

Next to Edward was: Taylor, George W. 28 
Ala.; Matilda 26 ALa.; Ruda (?) f 4 Ala,; 
Martha 2/12 Ala. 

Also listed next: Taylor, Franklin 30 Ala.; 
Cornelia 23 Ala.; Wm. 2 Ala.; Sarah A.E. 6/12 


who was in Civil War, Doctor, Teacher and 
Preacher. 

Children: 1. John Henry Taylor* 
4/16/1881, m. Jessie Eakin 7/8/1890; 2. 
Thomas Wm. (Billy) Taylor 8/12/1882- 
9/23/1965 in Texas, Cancer; 3. Louis Taylor 
8/12/1884-8/11/1963, cancer; 4. Ward Taylor 
4/9/1886-10/3/1957; 5. Theodocia (Dorcia) 
Taylor 1/8/1875-2/28/1962 m. Minor Wal- 
lace; 6. Effie Belle Taylor* 10/25/1879-1951, 
m. Claude Wallace, brother to Minor Wal- 
lace; 7. Flora Taylor, m. Joe Wallace, cousin 
to Claude and Minor Wallace; 8. Laura 
Taylor 12/15/1877 moved to Belzoni 1924, m. 
Will Foy; 9. Caroline Jane Taylor 10/5/1872- 
8/25/1877. 

*Children of John Henry Taylor: 1. John 
Eakin Taylor 4/29/1915-1955 Hodgkins Dis- 
ease; 2. Louise Taylor m. ? Brown, died 1955. 
She has 3 daughters, m. #2 ?; m. #3 Wallace 
Merrill (a widower), she died 1983 with 
cancer, about a year after she married; 3. 
Mamie Taylor 1/20/1920, m. ? Ricks; 4. Ollie 
Taylor 1/9/1922-1948 m. James Chamblee. 


by Everette C. Wallace 


THAGGARD, DR. 


ANDREW L. 
F309 


Andrew L Thaggard born August 14, 1900 
to Will and Kate Thaggard. Will born in 
Columbus, Georgia 1/28/1878, came to Leake 
County in 1887. Kate Alawine born 6/27/1882 
in Kemper County. Andrew first child, had 
8 brothers and sisters: Roy, Allie Mae, Mallie 
Kay, Marshal, Marvin, Palma Kate, Eula 
Lee, and Coyt. Andrew in grammar school 
Wright Srpings, high school A.H.S. Carthage. 
Superintendant of Education gave him a test 
to teach school. He taught at Midway and 
Singleton for a few years. He attended 
Mississippi College, University of Tennessee 
Medical School and interned at Methodist 
Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee. 

Corinne Young, born 2/19/1904 to Willie E. 
Perry. Young and Elie Young at Chestnut 
Bluff, Tennessee. Graduated from Halls 
High School and Wheeler Business College in 
Birmingham, Alabama. Later took special 
course in accounting, worked in Bank of Halls 
and Tennessee Savings Bank in Memphis. 
This really prepared me for the wife of a 
doctor, placing names and faces together. 
Bookkeeping experience, also, was a help. ! 
met Dr. Thaggard in 1930 in Memphis, war 
married June 1, 1932 at my home in Halls 
Tennessee. On June 3 we moved to Madder 
in a little house on the school campus and se 
up office to practice medicine. In the fall we 
bought Guy Thomas home place, moved ir 
and bought a Delco Plant to light the clinic 
We had rooms to keep patients over night 
With Dr. Brantley and Mrs. Breckenridg: 
giving the anesthetics, Doctor did bushels o 
tonsils, delivered babies in the homes, ofte: 
on the kitchen table. Doctor taught me t 
serilize instruments and linens and to kee 
my hands sterile to circulate in the operatin; 


hinged in from the middle, which swing down 
when not in use. 

Mrs, Jimmie Burnett Howard, of Carthage, 
owns a Junkett Chest one hundred years old 
of rosewood, which contains many little 
drawers and compartments lined with dark, 
red velvet, and bearing knobs of pearl. Inside 
is a snuff bottle and perfune bottle made of 
cut glass and a secret drawer for jewelry. The 
chest measures ten by eight inches. 

Hartford Hamilton of Thomastown owns 
three of the oldest pieces of furniture in the 
county, a solid walnut bedstead, wardrobe 
and bookcase. The Bedstead has low head 
and foot boards with high posts; the Ward- 
robe is a large, heavy piece of furniture, with 
wide doors; and the Bookcase is small, 
fourteen inches high with only four shelves. 
This furniture was bought in 1800 by Joe 
Hamilton, Dr., of whom Hartford Hamilton 
is a grandson. 

Mrs. Lula Stanton of Thomastown owns an 
old Spinning Wheel which was used by her 
mother to make clothes for soldiers in the 
War between the States. She also has a Side- 
Saddle which was bought in 1886. Both these 
articles are in good condition and can still be 
used. 

Among the numerous relics of Mrs. Media 
Bell of Lena is an eighty-five year old quilt, 
“the Democratic Wreath,” two pieces of 
paper money issued tin 1775, six tablespoons 
made from Mexican silver money after the 
war of 1848 and a number of letters written 
during the War between the States. Mrs. Bell 
prizes these articles highly and welcomes 
every chance to tell their history. 

Mrs. T. Ella Mills of Carthage also owns 
several pieces of Silverware made from Silver 
dollars, the handle of each piece bearing her 
monogram. She received this silverware from 
her great-grandfather Chandler, who made 
ten sets for the ten children in the family. 

A Watch Fob presented to Francis Burnett 
by a young lady in 1836 is treasured by his 
daughter, Mrs. Jimmie Howard of Carthage. 
This unusual fob made of tiny blue beads is 
about two and a half inches long and half an 
inch wide. The letters of the alphabet are 
woven into the fob in tiny white beads. Mrs. 
Howard has a locket, 125 years old, which was 
given to her mother when she was seven years 
old. 

Mrs. Minnie Triplett Moss owns a silver 
Teapot and Wine Glass which was brought 
to America by Captain Bustament, who 
married a great-great-aunt of Mrs. Moss. 
Captain Bustament’s mother bought these 
articles about two hundred years ago in 
France, and gave them to her son. The teapot 
has a hand carved ivory handle and both 
articles are valuable antiques. 

A two hundred year old liquor quart size 
Decanter in the possession of Dr. J.W.W. 
Lyle of Lena, formerly held the choice liquors 
and tonics of Dr. Lyle Pearson’s forefathers, 
but it now carries wine to the Baptist Church 
with which the Memorial Supper is observed. 
Another curiosity owned by Dr. Lyle is a 
small leather covered Trunk, one hundred 
years old, in which his grandmother, Mrs. 
William Pearson, carried her shroud and 
other burial garments for forty years. When 
Mrs. Pearson was forty-two she became 
seriously ill and it was thought that she would 
die. Her burial clothing was made but she 
recovered and lived to the ripe old age of 
ninety-two. At the time of her death she 
owned a large plantation in Dadeville, Ala- 
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bama, and before the War between the 
States, she owned one hundred slaves. Mrs. 
Pearson died while visiting in the home of Dr. 
Lyle’s parents in the cash community, near 
Lena, and was buried in Cash Cemetery. Her 
forty year old silk shroud was finally used for 
the purpose for which it was first intended. 
Dr. Lyle also owns a large, old fashioned 
Watch of Solid gold, which must be wound 
with a key like a clock. Even the Roman 
numbers of the face are embossed in gold. 
This timepiece was a gift to Dr. Lyle’s 
mother, Mrs. Caroline Pearson Lyle, on her 
fifteenth birthday, June 15, 1847. 

G.W. Ellis has an Indian Dish made of 
Clay, but no one knows how old it is, as it was 
found in Ellis’ field many years ago. 

J.D. Pope owns a small pair of hand made 
shoes which he bought in 1894. They are peg- 
soled, brass-toed and can be worn on either 
foot with equal comfort. They appear to be 
about a number five and have a half-inch 
heel. 

Footnotes, Chapter 5. 

1. Works Progress Administration for 
Source Material for Mississippi History, 
Leake County, Volume XI, 1936-38, pages 73- 
88. 


by Malcolm Bonner 
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RECONSTRUCTION 
IN LEAKE COUNTY 


At the outbreak of the War of Secession, 
the citizens of Leake County were not long in 
enlisting in the various regiments formed in 
the State. Many went never to return and 
many of those who reached their old home 
after the surrender showed signs of having 
been in the thick of the fight. As one 
expressed it, “The call of Alphine leaders 
never brought forth more valiant man.” 
Those who returned found that their battles 
were, so to speak, only just begun. Leake 
County had escaped the devastating raids of 
the war, but many of its homes had fallen to 
wreck and ruin. 

Most of its wealth had been in slaves or 
land. The more wealthy men, however, held 
between fifty to seventy slaves. After the war, 
most of the negroes left their old masters and 
those who remained refused to work. The 
were waiting for the “forty acres and a mule” 
from the Federal Government. 

The reconstruction history of Leake 
County was very mile compared with that of 
some of the other counties in the State. The 
carpetbaggers did not play so prominent a 
part in her history and Democratic rule was 
fully regained as early as 1872. 

Up to this time there had been no newspa- 
per published in the county. In 1872 Mr. L.M. 
Garret began to publish the Carthagenian, 
which he continued to edit until his death in 
1902. 

Government. 

The Board of Police in 1865 was composed 
of the following men: D.S. McDonald, M.H. 
Mann, Robert Bain, B.S. Rushing. Beat One 
was not represented on account of the death 
of C.C. Allen until George Gray was elected 
to fill his place. John B. Gregsby was 
Chancery Clerk and Allen J. Parrot, Sheriff. 
Both these men were staunch citizens, as 
were the other members of the board. They 


were capable of handling with east the affairs 
of the county, but they were not destined to 
continue long in office. In October Pro- 
visional Governor W.L. Sharkey ordered the 
Sheriff to hold a general election for county 
and beat officers to fill their unexpired terms, 
their election having been declared illegal 
because it was held under Confederate 
authority. 

The members elected at this time were to 
serve until January 1867. They were all 
Democrats and upright men. The records 
show no corrupt or illegal action taken by this 
board during its term of service. The appro- 
priations for bridge building and for keeping 
the paupers seem to have been reasonable. 
Attala and Leake Counties constituted a 
senatorial district, which was represented in 
the State Senate by W.S. Land. He was a 
Democrat and a good man. The representa- 
tive in the lower house from 1864 to 1867 was 
J.A. Hansom, a Republican. 

The members of the Board. of Police 
elected in 1867 were all men of splendid 
executive ability, honesty and integrity. They 
were members of the Democratic party, with 
the exception of Rushing, who was was a 
Republican. The only appropriation made by 
them, which could be criticized in the least 
or called extravagant, was that of building a 
bridge across Lobutcher. For this purpose 
they appropriated $1,440 and awarded the 
contract to Joel Cato. Although the work cost 
about $440 more than it should have cost, 
there seems to have been no intentional fraud 
perpetrated. It is supposed that the contract 
was given to the lowest bidder and that Cato’s 
bid at $1,440 was the lowest submitted. 

In January 1869, their term of office 
expired, but no successors had been elected 
or appointed. The laws of the State provide 
that in such cases the former officers shall 
continue to hold office. The officers who were 
finally appointed and took the oath in July 
1869 were all Republicans. 

Berthur Warren, Chancery Clerk, was a 
carpetbagger. He came to the county about 
1867 and stayed until 1870. He had many 
friends in the county and was generally 
considered to be a good, reliable man, 
eventhough he was an office seeker. While in 
office he filled the position well. 

There is no record of a meeting of the board 
in September 1870. By the November term 
of that year, W.H. Wood had been appointed 
by Governor Adelbert Ames to succeed 
Charles A. Crane as Sheriff, Wood was the 
most noted Carpetbagger with whom our 
citizens had to contend. He is usually charac- 
terized as a “disreputable scoundrel.” In the 

first months of his official career he made an 
illegal tax sale, at which he disposed of some 
land of W.W. Lovorn on which the taxes had 
been paid regularly. The land was not 
advertised, but was sold to Colonel J.L. Eads. 
By producing tax receipts, Mr. Lovorn was 
finally able to recover his land. Colonel Eads 
was the loser by the transaction. 

The records show that Wood was present 
on August 7, 1871. The next record, made for 
August 21st, contained no mention of a 
Sheriff; and on the day following, R.I. 
Williams, a scalawag, was appointed to fill 
that office. The records gave no reason for 
this appointment or for Wood’s absencesbut 
the explanation given below is from good 
authority. 

One morning several men went into the 
Sheriff’s office, where they found Wood tied 
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“handa and foot” with a blind bridle, and 
fastened to the safe. Everything in the room 
was in disorder as if there had been a 
desperate struggle. The vaults of the safe 
were empty. With tears streaming down his 
cheeks and in a trembling voice, he told his 
pitiful story. Masked men had rushed upon 
him, some seized him and bound him while 
others robbed the safe. $38,000 was missing 
from the county treasury. No trace of the 
robbers could be found to substantiate his 
story, consequently no one believe it. The 
people expressed their opinion very freely on 
this subject and some threats were made. 

Mr. Bill Cotton, a staunch citizen, and one 
ever eager to serve his county, had been one 
of the first to denounce Wood and his tale. 
A few days after this occurrence, Mr. Cotton 
went into the Sheriff’s office; Wood thought 
he was after him, drew out a pistol and told 
him not to come any farther. Mr. Cotton was 
taken by surprise and retired hastily. As he 
was going out the door he met Dr. Hector 
Howard, who exclaimed in a jocular tone of 
voice, “Well, well, Cotton is declining.” 
Shortly after this Wood disappeared and was 
never heard of again. 

None of the officers by appointment gave 
official bonds, or if they did the records do 
not show it. There was, therefore, no way for 
the county to be reimbursed after Wood’s 
defection. 

H.H. Warren, a carpetbagger, was chosen 
representative, and served as Speaker of the 
House in 1870 and 1871. His record as an 
office-holder was well pleasing to his party. 

In 1872, after a very strenuous campaign, 
the Democrats regained control of the 
county. All the men who went into office at 
that time were good, staunch citizens and 
carpetbag rule was at an end. 

None of the elective offices were held by 
negroes in Leake County. Ned Rushing, a 


negro Baptist preacher, was on the Board of ° 


County Registrars for several years. The 
white people allowed him to hold this posi- 
tion provided the negroes would not run one 
of their race for any county office. Harmon 
Whaling (colored) was elected Justice of the 
Peace for Beat Three over Frank Taylor in 
1866. He never served, but no one seems to 
know why. It is supposed that he was warned 
in a quiet way that he would better consider 
th office vacant. King, another negro preach- 
er, received a majority vote for Justice of the 
Peace in Beat Four, but before the result of 
the election was made public, the votes were 
changed by stuffing the ballot box. 

A company of negro troops, about one 
hundred strong, was stationed at Carthage, 
under the command of a Union officer. The 
reason for this is not known. They stayed 
there only thirty days. Their commander at 
one time asked Miss Jennie Williams to 
perform on a piano for him, and when she 
refused, he became very angry. That night 
her barn and two fine horses were burned. 
Many suppose the burning was the result of 
his anger, though there is no proof of that 
fact. 

Parties and Party Leaders. 

Among the early settlers of Leake County, 
there were a number of Old Line Whigs, who 
later joined the Republican party. The 
carpetbaggers, scalawags and negro voters 
outnumbered the Democratic voters by a 
considerable majority, because a great many 
of the Democrats had become disfranchised. 
In spite of this fact, very few Republicans 


held office by election. They were either 
counted out. or defeated by stuffing the ballot 
boxes or preventing the negroes from voting 
by intimidation. 

All the Republican officers held office by 
appointment, except in two instances. H.H. 
Howard was elected Treasurer and served 
from 1865 to 1867, and as Superintendent of 
Education in 1872. D.C. Beauchamp was also 
elected Circuit Clerk and served from 1865 
to 1869. As has been stated above, the 
Democrats regained control of the county in 
1872. 

Among the Republican leaders were A.H. 
and William Bilbo, John A. Hansom, Clint 
Beauchamp. Henry and Burther Warren, 
H.H. Howard and Strirkland Rushing. The 
colored leaders were Rev. Ned Rushing, 
Green Russel, Noah Dismeke. 

HLH. Howard, one of the strongest Repub- 
lican leaders, came to Leake County from 
Vermont about 1835 and remained a highly 
honored citizen of this county during the rest 
of his life. His death ocrurred at his home in 
Carthage in 1896. He was one of the staun- 
chest men of the county, and was held in high 
esteem by all who knew him. He settled at 
Carthage, the county seat, and soon became 
thoroughly identified with his neighboring 
townsmen. He held the position of postmast- 
er here during the War of Secession. At the 
close of the war he took a decided stand for 
the Union cause. He became very prominent 
in organizing and voting the negroes. He 
urged them forward politically, but not in 
such a way as to give offense to the white 
people. Sufficient proof of his good standing 
and popularity is the fact that he was one of 
the two Republicans elected to office in this 
period. 

Another Republican leader was John A. 
Hansom. He came to the county from 
Pennsylvania several years before the out- 
break of hostilities. Before the war he was a 
member of the Whig party and afterwards 
became a Republican. Colonel Hansom, as he 
was called, was a very popular man until he 
became a Republican. He held the office of 
Chancery Clerk by appointment from 1870 to 
1871. His acceptance of this office killed him 
politically, yet he was a good officer and 
served the people faithfully. He died in Leake 
County in 1872 and is buried in the cemetery 
at Carthage. 

Henry'and Berthur Warren, attracted by 
the reports of abundant opportunity for 
making money in Mississippi, came to Leake 
County from Massachusetts in 1866. They 
were full-fledged Yankees in manner and 
dialect. Both of them were cultivated gent- 
lemen, one of them (Henry) being a graduate 
of Yale. Under any other circumstances they 
would have been very popular, but all 
Southerners felt at this time very bitter 
toward their Northern brothers. But the men 
now living who opposed them in reconstruc- 
tion times say that their records as office 
holders were all that one could ask. 

Henry Warren was Probate Judge, dele- 
gate to the Constitutional Convention in 
1868, and speaker of the lower house in the 
Legislature in 1871. 

Berthur Warren held the office of Chan- 
cery Clerk by appointment from 1869 to 1870. 

After the overthrow of the Republicans the 
Warrens returned to Massachusetts, and it is 
said that Henry Warren made a fortune 
operating a tannery. Berthur Warren has 
since died. 


Some of the most prominent leaders of the 
Domoeratic party were: Col. Joseph D, Kads, 
Major Robert Hall, William Hall, E.F, and 
E.R. Lacey, Frank and George R. Edwards, 
D.F. Cadenhead, Dr. B.N. Ward, L.M. 
Garret, R.L. Wallace and W.B. Allen. 

Among the many prominent citizens of 
Leake County who were natives of the 
Palmetto State, stands the name R.L. Wal- 
lace. He moved to Mississippi in 1846, settled 
in Leake County and remained there until his 
death. His son, R.L. Wallace, was elected 
Circuit Clerk in 1871, and has now served for 
twenty-two consecutive years in that capa- 
city. He has the enviable and merited reputa- 
tion of being the best Circuit Clerk in 
Mississippi and is very popular with the 
people of the county. 

Colonel Joseph D. Eads was among the 
first to make a settlement at Carthage in 
1843. He was born near White Sulphur 
Springs, Virginia, on March 23, 1817. He 
studied law in Cincinnati and was admitted 
to the bar in Indiana in 1840. After locating 
in Carthage he parcticed his profession for 
fifty-three years. He took no part in the war 
because he was not able to bear arms. His 
shoulder had been dislocated and had never 
been properly replaced. He never held a 
county office, but by the stand he took, he 
probably contributed more to the general 
uplift of the county than did any other one 
man. He made a record of all the transfers of 
land in the county from the time of its 


- organization. This record is still in existance 


and is considered very valuable. 

Another of the most influential men of the 
county, who did much to put down carpetbag 
rule, was R.F. Cadenhead. He was born in 
March 1835 in the central part of Georgia. He 
moved to Leake County in 1854. At the 
outbreak of the war he was among the first 
to join a company, made up of citizens of the 
eastern part of Leake and the western part 
of Neshoba Counties. 

He served faithfully until he lost his left 
arm. Throughout the reconstruction period 
he was one of the strongest and bravest 
heroes in the Democratic ranks. He was 
elected Tax Assessor in 1871, Chancery Clerk 
in 1875 and County Treasurer in 1883. He 
held the last mentioned office for six years. 
Mr. Cadenhead is now living at his home in 
Carthage and is nearing his seventy-fifth 
birthday. He is now in very feeble health. All 
the people of the county know and love him. 

L.M. Garret did much in the conflict 
against Republican and negro rule in Leake 
County. He was a native Mississippian, 
having been born in Canton, January 28, 
1845. He fought through the war for States 
rights. After the surrender he moved to 
Carthage and established (1872) the first 
newspaper ever published in Leake County. 
He continued to edit this paper, The Carth- 
agenian, until his death in 1905. He was also 
on the editorial staff of The Times-Democrat 
for nine months in 1901-02. He did much for 
the general uplift of the county from the time 
he became one of its citizens. 

A man who holds a high place among the 
citizens of the county is W.B. Allen. He was 
born in Putman County, Georgia, November 
28, 1844. His parents moved to Leake County 
in 1845. When he was sixteen years of age he 
joined the Sixth Mississippi Regiment. 

In the reconstruction period, he was as 
faithful in his efforts to keep the county 
under Democratic rule as he had been in 
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“fighting for his country on the field of 
battle.” He is still living at his home near 
McVille and is regarded by all as one of 
Leake’s staunchest citizens. 

Another man who served the county 
faithfully in reconstruction times is Mr. 
George Edwards. He was born in Georgia in 
1844 and came to Leake County in 1845. At 
the age of seventeen he enlisted in the 
Confederate Army. After the war he fought 
nobly for white supremacy, and was rewarded 
with the election to-the office of Chancery 
Clerk in 1872. He is now living in Jackson, 
Mississippi, assisting his son, who is State 
Treasurer. 

Colonel R.J. Hall was born in Lebanon, 
Tennessee, in 1822. He and his brother came 
to Mississippi and settled on Cobbs Creek in 
1840. Both of them lived in Leake County 
until their death. They were members of the 
first company which left that county in 1861. 
After the war he and his brother returned to 
help build up their broken fortunes and aid 
in the county government. A Yankee officer 
gave R.J. Hall a Federal appointment. An- 
other man, who had expected to get the place, 
said to the Yankee officer: “Don’t you know 
that man, R.J. Hall, is the worst “fire-eater” 
in Leake County?” The Yankee replied that 
was the kind of men he wanted, for if he was 
true to one side he would be true to the other. 

Elections and Campaign Methods. 

Election day was a great event for the 
negroes. They would march to the polls in 
great droves, having been supplied with 
ballots several days in advance. As has 
already been stated the carpetbaggers, sca- 
lawags and negroes outnumbered the Demo- 
crats, yet in the three campaigns in which 
they put out tickets, in 1866, 1871 and 1972, 
they never carried an election. 

The principle for which the Democrats 
stood was white supremacy. Their tickets 
were usually furnished by the local newspa- 
per and contained printed matter on the 
back. The Republican ticket in some elec- 
tions contained a very conspicuous United 
States flag on the back, and in other elections 
it was plain. This enabled the negroes to 
detect the Republican ticket anywhere. The 
negroes held secret meetings just before 
elections and were well posted by their 
respective leaders. The different companies 
or negro clubs would dress in uniform, and at 
the sound of the drum march in a body to the 
polls for the purpose of voting, but they did 
not always succeed. 

As an election in Thomastown, in 1866, 
when a troop of these would-be voters 
presented themselves, George Nash placed 
himself on the gallery of an old store, in full 
view of the polling place, with a pistol in his 
hand, and said he would shoot the first black 
man who tried to vote. The blacks knew him 
well enough to take him at his word and 
immediately began to scatter. The shed room 
of this old store had been filled with guns to 
use in case of emergency. 

At the same place on the next election 
(1871), W.B. Allen, who was constable of that 
beat, kept an account of the number of 
negroes who voted, and carrying the ballot 
box at noon to Dr. Roby’s home, opened it, 
dumped the contents into the fire, and 
refilled it with Democratic votes. It was then 
returned to the voting place and the election 
continued. The election clerks were always 
supplied with plenty of Democratic tickets. 
They would recieve the voles from the 
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negroes and as opportunity presented would 
swap them for Democratic tickets, which 
were easily accessible. 

At other times the place would be kept 
open so late that the managers would be 
compelled to count the votes by candlelight. 
This afforded an opportunity for the substi- 
tution of Democratic for Republican tickets 
with little danger of detection. 

Many of the best and most patriotic men 
became experts in cheating the negroes out 
of their votes. By noon, on election day, 
practically all the negro votes were cast, as 
they always voted as early in the day as 
possible. Then by reference to the tally sheet 
it was known just how many votes were in the 
box. The “stuffers,” armed with their Demo- 
cratic tickets, which were folded and put up 
in bundles of forty or fifty each with a few 
Republican tickets for appearance sake, 
would get custody of the box when the polls 
were closed at noon. As they were provided 
with a duplicate key it would take only one 
or two minutes to make the transfer. This was 
the most satisfactory plan ever worked in 
Leake County. 

Another plan, which worked well and 
which was never detected or suspected, was 
to fold the margin of the Democratic tickets 
so that the printed matter on the back did not 
show. This gave the appearance of Republi- 
can tickets, which were blank on the back. 

In the presidential campaign of 1872, there 
were Greeley-Brown Clubs organized in every 
beat in the county. There was a big Greeley 
bargecue held on September 6th at Ofahoma. 
The orators of the occasion were Judge J.A.P. 
Campbell and Col. O.R. Singleton. 

Another very effective method was the one 
used on Ned Rushing, a colored Baptist 
preacher, who had made himself very obnox- 
ious to the white people by taking too 
prominent a part in the elections. He would 
stand at the ballot box and show his 
“brothers in black” how to vote. The white 
people found that he was voting the negroes 
on the Republican side and they decided to 
wait on him. They were not masked, but they 
told him if he ever knew any of them at any 
time after that they would kill him. They 
then preceeded to give him a “red shirt,” by 
the use of long hickories actively applied. The 
negroes at that time had a superstition that 
the judgment day was near because of the 
action of a certain star. While the white men 
were whipping Ned he asked if judgment day 
had not already come, for he declared that he 
seen many stars. 

The election of 1872 was one long to be 
remembered by all who know of the exulta- 
tion which followed that event. The Demo- 
crats regained control and the carpetbag rule 
was forever destroyed in Leake County. It 
was celebrated by yelling and by every other 
method of demonstration that human ingen- 
uity could devise. These hideous noises were 
welcome sounds to all, as they announced 
that the Democrats had won all over the 
county. 

Organizations. 

As this was an interior county it was not 
burdened with many of the organizations 
found in the other counties. There were, 
however, many negro military clubs, a Loyal 
League, a Freedmen’s Bureau and a Ku Klux 
Klan. 

The Republican party organized the Loyal 
League, taking in all negroes old enough to 
volo, except a few who belonged to the 


Democratic club. Its leaders persuaded the 
negroes to turn from their old masters, 
promising them many things they never 
received, such as forty acres, a mule and a 
year’s supply of rations. They were taught 
that all the lands of the South would be 
confiscated and distributed to the loyal 
people of the United States. These Loyal 
Leagues were organized in each voting pre- 
cinct in the county, where the negroes were 
initiated with great secrecy and drilled by the 
adventurous carpetbaggers and their emis- 
saries. Dr. H.H. Howard was the boss of 
Leake County and Ned Rushing was his 
emissary among the Negroes. 

The Freedmen’s Bureau was organized but 
was never very active. The most common 
organizations were the negro military clubs. 
These clubs existed in the communities 
where the negroes were most thickly settled. 
Their purpose was mainly for parade on 
election days. Ned McMullen and Jack 
Watson (both colored) were captains of the 
club at Gallilee. The negroes dressed in 
uniform, the captains had on wide sashes and 
swords. They would march to the polls with 
beating drums and flying colors. One of the 
clubs met every two weeks to drill in an old 
field, known as Jordan’s Field, about a mile 
north of the county line. 

There were three military clubs to which 
the Leake County negroes belonged. Two of 
them met in Leake County and the other just 
across the Madison County line. Ross, Pratt 
and Cunningham, carpetbaggers who had 
come to Canton, Madison County, at the 
close of the war gave the negroes the author- 
ity to form military clubs. These clubs were 
organized at Thomastown, at Baldwin 
(known as the Robinson Road club) and at 
Sulphur Spring, Madison County. 

The purpose of these organizations was to 
place the negroes in political power and to get 
revenge for grievances, both real and imag- 
inary. If a white men mistreated any member 
of the club, the club would immediately 
attempt to punish him in some secret man- 
ner. The one who had been offended would 
remain at home in order: that no suspicion 
might fall on him. The following incident is 
illustrative: 

The whites attempted to arrest Wallace 
Hill (colored) for stealing meat. George 
Pannel, captain of the Sulphur Springs club 
shielded him. The white people then armed 
themselves and started to arrest this club. 
Tom Branson, the captain of the Robinson 
Road Club, promised that the other club 
would surrender to Preston, the Duputy 
Sheriff of Madison County if he would send 
his men back. The club surrendered and was 
carried to Canton and tried, but all the 
members were released. 

Very few of the citizens of Leake County 
know anything of the existence of a Ku Klux 
Klan, or they are very discreet about reveal- 
ing their knowledge of this organization to 
others. The negroes gave vivid description, 
however, of a body of ghosts, which visited 
them one night, all clad in white and moving 
without the least sound, and with heads 
adjusted so that they could be thrown in a 
bag, as one would carry a knapsack. These 
ghosts demanded water in a deep, hoarse 
voice and each of them drank several buckets 
full saying it was the first drink they had had 
since the battle of Manassas. 

The Ku Klux Klan was organized in Leake 

‘Younty in 16H and waa known aa the 


Washingto! 
active, for 
demonstrat 
roes. The-k 
soldiers, a: 
though so 
permanent 
was to int! 
them from 


_ would rid 


before ele 
come to { 
sufficient. 
Fears of 
Dismuke, 
protection 
and at tim 
the white 
white peo’ 
him.” He; 
would con 
He waitec 
whites, b 
returned 
through k 
some way 
it was not 
head but 
klan. Seve 
and the b 
Klux. W 
punishme 
klan in Bi 
Sanders, 
These ni 
Republic: 
manners. 
Educat 
As the’ 
required 
time, ve 
educatio1 
and hou 
conditior 
teachers 
usually 1 
month. 7 
by their | 
second gi 
was fron 
school hi 
and me: 
frequent 
for then 
houses ¥ 
heated a 
rural sc] 
Board o} 
high sck 
but this 
of Educ 
Some 
white m 
Wood tz 
one of f 
taught 
told the 
defraud 
induced 
to then 
could gi 
had bee 
togethe 
shippec 
cotton | 
A Pr 
Caldwe 
from Si 
well ed 


sueded the 


d masters, 
they never 
nule and a 
rere taught 
would be 
the loyal 


hese Loyal: 


voting pre- 
1groes were 
illed by the 
their emis- 
he boss of 
ig was his 


yanized but 
it common 
itary clubs. 
immunities 
kly settled. 
parade on 
and Jack 
ains of the 
dressed in 
sashes and 
polls with 
One of the 
lin an old 
yout a mile 


s to which 
ed. Two of 
> other just 
Ross, Pratt 
' who had 
ity, at the 
he author- 
clubs were 

Baldwin 
ub) and at 


ons was to 
‘and to get 
and imag- 
1y member 
mediately 
scret man- 
ded would 
' suspicion 
incident is 


it Wallace 
t. George 
wrings club 
nen armed 
this club. 
Robinson 
yther club 
e Duputy 
rould send 
id and was 
at all the 


se County 
a Ku Klux 
yut reveal- 
lization to 
»scription, 
ich visited 
ad moving 
ith heads 
rown in a 
ck, These 
»p, hoarse 
al buckets 
1y had had 


jin Leake 
n as the 


i 


Washington Brothors. Tt waa never very 


active, for there was no necessity for great 
demonstrations in order to control the neg- 
toes. The klan was composed of Confederate 
soldiers, as good man as every breathed, 
though some were rough. ‘They had no 
permanent place of meeting. Their purpose 
was to intimidate the negroes and to keep 
them from voting. A few of the members 
would ride around the country the night 
before elections, telling the negroes not to 
come to the polls, and this was usually 
sufficient. 

Fears of a negro riot, led by a negro, Noah 
Dismuke, caused the people to organize for 
protection. Noah was a bigoted freedman, 
and at times made himself very obnoxious to 
the white people. It was reported that the 
white people were preparing to “wait upon 


~ him.” He got his gun and said he wished they 


would come, he was afraid of no white man. 
He waited sometime for the coming of the 
whites, but as they did not appear, he 
returned to his home. As he was going 
through his door, it is said that his gun in 
some way fired and he fell dead. Some think 
it was not his gun that emptied itself into his 
head but a shot from some member of the 
klan. Several negroes were killed by outsiders 
and the blame was unjustly put upon the Ku 
Klux. Whipping was the extent of their 
punishment. Jim Stubbs was captain of the 
klan in Beat Four. This klan whipped Henry 
Sanders, Bill Allen and a negro named Ike ?. 
These negroes were “died in the wool” 
Republicans and were very obnoxious in their 
manners. 

Education and Religion. 

As there were so many other things that 
required the attention of the people at this 
time, very little attention was given to 
educational matters. The schools were few 
and houses were in a very dilapidated 
condition. The salaries were low and the 
teachers were inefficient. They were paid 
usually not more than forty-five dollars a 
month. The negro schools were taught mostly 
by their own color. These teachers got about 
second grade licenses and their average salary 
was from twenty to thirty-five dollars. The 
school houses for white children were so poor 
and meagerly equipped that schools were 
frequently taught in churches. The facilities 
for the negro schools were much worse. Their 
houses were little more than huts, very poorly 
heated and rudely furnished. The term of the 
tural school was four months. In 1872 the 
Board of Supervisors proposed to establish a 
high school for white children at Carthage, 
but this was opposed by the Superintendent 
of Education, H.H. Howard. 

Some of tne negro schools were taught by 
white men. A carpetbagger by the name of 
Wood taught a negro school near Gallilee and 
one of his two brothers, who came with him 
taught another near Carthage. These men 
told the negroes that the white people were 
defrauding them out of their cotton, and they 
induced the negroes to turn the cotton over 
to them for shipment, claiming that they 
could get a better price than the white man 
had been paying for it. In this way they got 
together forty-two bales of cotton, which they 
shipped to New Orleans. They followed the 
cotton and were never heard of again. 

A Presbyterian preacher by the name of 
Caldwell came to Leake County about 1865 
from South Carolina. He was comparatively 
well educated, and was at first very popular 


with the white people. He soon lost his 
popularly by leaching a colored school at 
Forest Grove. ‘I'he while people were very 
indignant and were preparing “‘to visit him,“ 
but he suddenly disappeared. He made his 
way back to South Carolina, leaving his 
family to follow in a more leisurely way. 

Jim Matlock, a native white citizen of 
Leake County, taught a negro school at the 
old Matlock place. Wiley Johnson, a scalaway 
and a half-breed Indian, taught a negro 
school at Ofahoma. No action was taken 
against any of these men. 

The churches were also in poor condition. 
The principal denominations in the county 
were Methodist and Missionary Baptist, 
although there were some Primitive Baptist 
Churches, one Cumberland Presbyterian and 
one Lutheran Church in its limits. At first the 
various denominations took negroes into 
their churches, heard their confessions of 
faith, administered baptism and the sacre- 
ment to them, and had a special place 
reserved for them in the churches. However, 
they were not allowed any voice in the church 
government, yet some of them were called on 
to lead in public prayer at the church services. 
There were negro preachers in slavery days, 
and some of them even preached to the white 
people, but not as a general rule. 

After freedom, the negroes were organized 
into separate churches and the whites 
preached to them until they obtained preach- 
ers of their own color. Most of the negroes are 
members of some church, the Baptists having 
the largest number and the Methodist next. 
Their discipline was and is very lax, but they 
are always prompt and regular in attendance 
and display much religious zeal in their 
services. The largest negro church in the 
county is near Lena. 

Most of the negro preachers took an active 
interest in political matters and were, as a 
rule, political leaders of their race. Several of 
them have already been mentioned. Parson 
Ned Rushing, who was the political boss of 
the negro race in the county, and King, who 
was defrauded out of an election as Justice 
of the Peace in Beat Four, were the most 
celebrated negro politicians of the county. 

Economic Conditions. 

At the close of the war, Leake County was 
in a better condition then most of the 
neighboring counties, having suffered little 
from the devastating raids which passed 
through the State. However, many of her 
citizens had suffered the loss of cattle, mules 
and horses, which had been captured by 
scattering bands of Yankees. A large number 
had suffered from the loss of slaves. Many of 
the free negroes refused to work, and the rest 
were able to dictate the terms of their 
contracts. 

There was a law made for the benefit of the 
freedmen, which forced all employers to 
make a written contract with their em- 
ployees. These contracts stated the length of 
time and the wages to be paid for service. In 
1865 the price of wages was very low, but it 
gradually increased. 

The most common form of contract was 
what is known as the share system. Under 
this contract the employer would furnish 
rations, stock, land and a home to the laborer 
and receive in return one-half of the crop. 

The wage system was used to a certain 
extent, the amount of monthly wages ranging 
from five to twenty dollars. The negro women 
received less than the men, being frequently 


employed for their food and clothing. 

The crops had been abort during the years 
of the war, and what had been made was 
stolen or destroyed by the soldiers. It was a 
difficult thing to get seed for planting 
purposes. Cotton seed were particularly 
scarce and men with seed had to divide their 
scant share with their less fortunate neigh- 
bors. In 1867 the citizens succeeded in getting 
enough seed to plant a big crop of cotton. 
Previous to this time cotton had brought a big 
price -- from thirty to sixty cents a pound. 
They though better things were in store for 
them, but when the crop was gathered the 
price fell down as low as six cents a pound. 
Land was sometimes rated as low as fifty 
cents per acre. 

Necessity forced those to work who had not 
known what work was before. Women spun 
their own cloth, knitted their hose and 
parched potatoes as a substitute for coffee. 
Men tanned leather and made shoes for 
themselves and their families. 

Better times came after 1872. That was a 
very successful year for the farmers. Crops 
had been good and brought a very good price. 
On Thursday, September 25th, there was a 
big Thanksgiving celebration at Carthage, in 
acknowledgement of the blessings of Provi- 
dence for the abundant crops with which the 
county had been blessed. On November 15th, 
the editor of The Carthagenian received a 
letter, saying the corn and cotton crops were 
never better. An editorial in the same paper 
says that the curse of the carpetbagger 
seemed to be a necessary but expensive evil, 
but they had left the county and no one was 
very melancholy on that account. 

The business of the county was carried on 
between the years 1865 and 1876 in about as 
economical a manner as was possible. In 1872 
the per diem was reduced. County paper sold 
as low as 25 per cent, but the extravagance 
was in the management of State affairs. 
Paupers were let out to individuals without 
any regular contract or rate. The fund for the 
support of the poor was from 40 per cent to 
60 per cent of the State tax. The first tax for 
public schools was a tax of 10 per cent on the 
State tax for the year 1870. In the year 1871, 
a tax of five mills was levied to cover a deficit 
in the teachers’ fund. Each year the school 
levy was from 3 3/4 mill to 5 mills on the 
dollar. County taxes were usually not higher 
than at present, but the State tax was so great 
as to make the total tax a heavy burden. The 
county levy ranged from 4 to 14 mills. 

Footnotes. 

This contribution is the result of seminary 
work in the Department of History in the 
University of Mississippi in the session of 
1909-10. 

Miss Lacey’s paternal ancestors settled in 
South Carolina at an early date. The most 
celebrated representative of this family was 
Colonel Lacey, who served under Sumter and 
distinguished himself at King’s Mountain. 

Miss Lacey’s paternal ancestors, the Gray- 
sons, first settled in Virginia. Editor. 

Goodspeed’s Memoirs of Mississippi, I, 
280: Crider’s Mississippi Geological Survey 
and statements made by D.F. Cadenhead, 
George Edwards and mrs. M.M. Hill. 

This information was obtained from Mr. 
W.W. Lovorn. 

W.R. Lacey, Preston Groves, and W.W. 
Lovorn are the authorities for these statem- 


ents. 
D.F. Cadenhead furnished this informa- 
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tion. 

W.R. Allen made this statement. 

George Edwards (colored) gave this infor- 
mation. 

N.E. Walker furnished this information. 

This statement was made by D.F. Caden- 
head and George Edwards. 

This information was furnished by Newton 
Walker. 

D.F. Cadenhead is authority for this 
statement. 

F.P, Cadenhead gave this information. 

This fact was obtained from R.B. Walker’s 
Ms. “History of Reconstruction in Leake 
County.” 

P.F. Cadenhead is authority for this state- 
ment. 

R.B. Walker’s Ms. “History of Reconstruc- 
tion in Leake County“; also Presley Groves, 
Mr. Lovern and Mrs. M.M. Halls. 

Goodspeed’s Memoirs of Mississippi, I, 
973; Ibid., II, 683; Mrs. S.W. Waggoner. 

A.C, Garret furnished the main facts of this 
sketch. 

Charles Riley(colored) gave this informa- 
tion, which was substantiated by W.B. Allen. 

W.B. Allen is the authority for this state- 
ment. 

W.R. Lacey is the authority for this 
statement. 

George Edwards (colored) gave this infor- 
mation. 

Mrs. M.M. Hall gave these interesting 
facts. 

Charles Riley (colored) is authority for this 
statement. 

George Edwards (colored) gave this infor- 
mation. 

R.B. Walker furnished this information. 

These statements are made on the author- 
ity of J.E. Gilbert, R.B. Walker and George 
Edwards (colored). 

These facts were obtained from W.R. 
Lacey and J.E. Gilbert. 

Mrs. M.M. Hall is the authority for these 
statements. 

This statement was taken from The Carth- 
agenian. 

Pressly Groves gave this information. 

This information was obtained from R.B. 
Walker’s Ms. “History of Reconstruction in 
Leake County.” 

by Miss Nannie Lacey 
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Buckwalter Lumber Company in Edinburg in the mid 1930’s 


LEAKE COUNTY FAIR 
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March 25th, 1910, the “Leake County 
Fair” was organized at Estes Mill. Officially 
it was known as the Leake County Agricultur- 
al and Stock Fair. It was the brainchild of 
R.P. Wright, John Hayes, and Frank Grimes, 
Sr., and perhaps other people who stayed in 
the background. It was established to encour- 
age better yields in all crops and farm animals 
by giving the people an opportunity to 
exhibit best fruits of their labors. All kinds 
of Agricultural products, and canned goods 
and needlework were displayed. Just any- 
thing that was worth showing was on display. 

The site for the fair was a piece of land 
containing 15 acres that belonged to Frank 
Grimes. He sold it to the fair for $75.00. Two 
hundred shares were sold at $5.00 each. The 
first officers were R.P. Wright, President; 
F.Z. Grimes, Sr., Secretary and Treasurer; 
and John Hayes was Vice President. Named 
to the initial Board of Directors were J.K. 
Ware, O.H. Barnett, Sr., J.M. Ellis, E.E. 
Henderson and Frank Estes. 

The debut of the fair was September 16, 
1910, lasting four days. The instant success 
of the fair exceeded the fondest expectation 
of the planners. Later the fair became a six- 
day event. People moved into their cabins 
Sunday afternoon or early Monday morning. 
Someone said “early meant soon after dayb- 
reak.” Interest spread from year to year. 

There was a large open pavillion in the 
center of the grounds. It was from here that 
the rousing notes of “Dixie” would start 
hands clapping and toes tapping. 

The home grown brass band was organized 
around 1914 and became known throughout 
the state playing at victory celebrations and 
inaugural balls for Governors of Mississippi. 
Members of the Band were: Ira Ellis, Glover 
Ellis, Cleveland Willis (the leader who was 
helped by Bill Pierce). Other members were: 
Ex-Governor Ross Barnett, Ira Troutman, 
Lee Hogue, Less Ellis, Sidney Crane, Dewey 
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Crane, Harley Grimes, Ocie Ellis, Ealie Ellis, 
Carlton Ellis, Fate Ellis and Hooks Ellis. Fate 
Ellis and Hooks Ellis were in the services of 
Uncle Sam part of the time when the band 
was at the height of its popularity. 

The biggest attraction at the fair though 
was the number of senators, congressmen, 
governors and lesser politicians who mounted 
the speakers stand each year. Programs from 
the fair show that James K. Vardaman, T.G. 


Bilbo, Sam Witherspoon, Press Groves, . 


Adam Byrd, Homer Casteel, Fred Sullens, 
John Sharp Williams, Dennis Murphie, Mike 
Conner, and others were fair headliners. 

At the fair there were contests of all kinds, 
special entertainment like the performance 
of an acrobatic airplane flyer in 1920, the first 
picture show in 1921, fireworks, and other 
things. 

The exhibit hall was where canned jars of 
fruits, vegetables, and jellies, along with all 
kinds of needlework were judged to deter- 
mine the winners of ribbons and cash prizes. 
Some remember that news of the fair spread 
as far away as New Jersey, and in 1918 a quilt 
arrived from a lady in that distant state to be 
exhibited. The quilt took first prize and the 
blue ribbon. Upon receiving the prize, the 
lady returned the five dollars saying that all 
she wanted was the blue ribbon. 

The concession stand was always a popular 
place. Ice cold lemonade was on hand at all 
times, and that was hard to find in rural areas 


because of the ice. It took two days and atrip © 


to Philadelphia and back in a wagon in order 
to have the ice. A man, usually, Mr. Buff 
Reeves, would leave home in the morning, 
drive to Williamsville, spend the night there, 
drive into Philadelphia the next morning, 
load the wagon with ice around which he 
packed the sheets and sawdust, and headed 
back toward Estesmill and the fairground. 
At the fairgrounds there were about 40 
cabins that the owners lived in during the 
week of the fair. There was also a hotel with 
accommodations for 20 people, usually this 
space was reserved for the guest speakers, 
meals were available at 40 cents per person 


to anyone. 

As the 1920’s progressed there began to be 
talk about moving the fair to Carthage 
because of the greater convenience of elec- 
tricity and running water. The decision came 
in 1927 to move the fair to Carthage. 

Land now occupied by the Leake County 
Memorial Hospital became the county fair- 
grounds. It was a good site for the fairground. 
The place had been used by the Methodist 
Church as a campground, with a pavillion and 
a number of white-washed cabins that had 
been used by the owners during the summer 
camp meetings. 

When the fair moved to Carthage the 
indebtedness was increased to $5000.00, new 
stock was issued, still selling for $5.00 per 
share. With the money the fair was to build 
a grandstand and a red clay racetrack, 
construct other buildings, and import more 
entertainment attractions. 

During 1927 and 1928 R.P. Harrelson 
served as president followed by W.A. Ellis in 
1929. Attorney O.H. Barnett took over the 
presidency in 1930 and held the post until E. 
Grady Jolly took over in 1934. 

Old fair programs show that horse racing 
was added to the agenda in 1928 and was soon 
the hottest attractions there. 

Baseball was also an attraction packing 
people into the grandstand to cheer for their 
team. Baseball had been played at The Estes 
Mill Fair, but there was no grandstand. Just 
a diamond laid off in a pasture that joined the 
fairground. 

Because of the widespread use of the 
automobile fewer people used their cabins 
from year to year. They fell into disuse, and 
the management converted them into booths 
of chance. Where for a small charge one could 
possibly win a Kewpie doll or some other 
article of similar value, if his arm was good. 

In 1933 Leake County celebrated the 100th 
anniversary of Leake County. The event was 
observed by a pageant directed by Mrs. Edith 
Nester. 

Because of the depression that was making 
itself felt in an increasing number of ways 
putting on the fair was made more difficult 
each year than it was the year before. Finally 
in 1937 it was liquidated. Something that had 
been planned with the hopes of bringing the 
people closer together and in a spirit of 
friendly competition had served its purpose 
well. 


by Mrs. Frank Estes 


“HEADS OF 
HOUSEHOLD”-1840 
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1. George M. Gaff or Goss; 2. Martin 
Carson; 3. Albert Townsend; 4. Thos. E. 
Warren; 5. John Thresher; 6. Buford Thrash- 
er; 7. Philip Coleman; 8. Samuel B. Robinson; 
9. Thos. M. McMullen; 10. N.R. Bobbett; 11. 
W.A. Sample; 12. R.E. Halford; 13. ?son 
Emmons; 14. John P. Williams; 15. George 
Hicks, Sr.; 16. Sol T. Williams; 17. John W. 
Rhea (Rea); 18. N.T. Wills; 19. James A. 
Ford; 20. Jas. R. Thomas; 21. Mrs. J.S. 
Warren; 22. John Breadlove; 23. Dan’s 
Warren; 24. Thos. A. Crocket; 25. Pat Shar- 
key; 26. Jole Tillet; 27. Sam’] Washburn; 28. 
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David Edw 
Bennett; 3) 
wood; 33. Is 
B.T. Watki 
38. B. Bren 
41. R. Harr 
44, Sam’! I 
John Oake: 
49. D. Vani 
John Robi 
Fox; 54. C. 
W. Walker 
Coleman; 

Crowner; € 
Reuben De 
Joseph Jo: 
Jackson; 6! 
Martin; 71 
ard; 73. W 
Pleasant C 
Wactor; 78 
er; 80. J. § 
R.W. Smi 
Fillboats; 

Crowell; 8' 
89. John C 
John Desh 
M.C. Moor 
96. Theo / 
Arnold; 9! 
Parker; 1( 
Thomas; 1 
Harper; 1 
Pickens; 1 
Cobb; 106 
McCowan; 
113. Sam’) 
Tucker; 11 
Brown Fo 
Shadrock 
Benjamin 


Vv 
wo 

I 
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1. Clyd 
Thomas 2 
Joe B. Bro 
C. Chamk 
W. David 
Dickens, 
Thomas J 
15. Roy L 
Thomas / 
George H 
21. Whit ( 
23. J.E. H 
James B. 
H. Howel 
E. Jacks 
Alexande: 
33. Carl J 
Lewis G. 
N. Moore 
Moss; 40. 
42. Delm. 
Alva N. P 
M. Peopl. 


David Craft; 1253. Eberick B. Boyt; 1254. 7 
1255. Blyn D. Babb; 1256. K.P. Burnside; 
1257. James A. Thomas; 1258. Jerry W. 
Edwards; 1259. John W. Horton; 1260. Alvina 
Myers; 1261. Edward Thomas; 1262. Edwin 
W. Miley; 1263. Daniel Dumas; 1264. Stephen 
Phillips; 1266. Newell E. Savell; 1267. Wil- 
liam P. Thornston; 1268. Lloyd Boggan; 1269. 
Jerry DeWeese; 1270. William H. Henry; 
1271. Byron B. Liles; 1272. Woodrow Lucroy; 
1273. John Massey; 1274. William H. Moore; 
1275. Charles B. Perry; 1276. D.A. Rawson; 
1277. Robert Sistrunk; 1278. J.T. Smith; 
1279. Kenneth W. Smith; 1280. L.W. Spears, 
Jr.; 1281. Bobby Joe Beckham; 1282. Earl 
Jones; 1283. J.F. Ealy; 1284. R.L. Quick, Jr; 
1285. Edwin L. McKay; 1286. John W. 
Mayfield; 1287. Walter L. May; 1288. James 
Kelly; 1289. James L. Caston; 1290. H.L. 
Ferrill; 1291. ?. O. Elmore, Jr.; 1292. A.E. 
McMilliam, Jr. 1293. William K. Shaw; 1294. 
L.L. Stewart; 1295. Sany Foster; 1296. Joe D. 
Massey; 1297. Tommy K. Morton; 1298. 
Charles N. Tucker; 1299. Jerry M. Birming- 
ham; 1300. James Kennedy; 1301. Charles W. 
Sikes; 1302. George E. Bray; 1303. Jimmy D. 
Edwards; 1304. Larry T. Fortenberry; 1305. 
Paul E. Bone; 1306, Jerry L. Jackson; 1307. 
Hobson C. Bishop, Jr.; 1308, Roger Coleman; 
1309. Frank M. Merchant; 1310. C.E. Gilbert, 
Jr.; 1311. Clayton Sides; 1312. William D. 
Hunt; 1313. Kenneth King; 1314. James 
Madden; 1315. Neal McCraney; 1316. Heny 
Casper Roberts; 1317. William Shirley; 1318, 
James T. Phillips; 1319. Lewis Weather- 
spoon; 1320. Mendal Kemp; 1321. Herman L. 
Breazeal; 1322. Edwin B. Corley; 1323. Pe 
1324, Robert L. Fisher; 1325. Walter G. Luke; 
1326. Leon McLeroy; 1327. John M. Edward; 
1328, A.B. Croxton; 1329. Grover Grimes, Jr; 
1330. Kenneth H. Smith; 1331. Larry Ste- 
phens; 1332. Carl McLemore; 1333. Everett 
H. Brantley; 1334. Willie J. Brooks; 1335. 
Paul T. Davis; 1336. Jerry W. Fletcher; 1337. 
Don Gross; 1338. Persey Lee Shaw; 1339. 
Jerome T. Smith; 1340. Frank McDaniels; 
1341. Paul M. Miller; 1342. Venton Sistrunk; 
1343. Gerald Brown; 1344. Viki D. Oxner; 
1345. James D. McGivney; 1346. William R. 
Rives; 1347. Lloyd Denson; 1348, Larry W. 
Grubbs; 1349. Samuel K. Jackson; 1350. Jerry 
Rawson; 1351. H.?. Sprayberry; 1352. 
Edward R. Summers; 1353. Eddie Thornton; 
1354. William T. Settlemir; 1355. L.C. Baker; 
1356. T.M. Hitt; 1357. James L. Jones; 1358. 
James C. Trahan; 1359. Billy Russell; 1360. 
E.D. Moore; 1361. Wallace McCoy; 1362. 
James W. Bailey; 1363. Danny Brown; 1364. 
Thomas C. Higginbotham; 1365. Dwight 
Rasberry; 1366. Burl L. Plynt, Jr.; 1367. Uhl 
H. Watkins; 1368. Robert H. Harrell; 1369. 
Glenn McDill; 1370. W.S. Sanders; 1371. 
W.C. Spence, Jr.; 1372. Billie D. Nowell; 1373. 
B.D. Boatner; 1374. Ronald B. Johnston; 
1375. Randall J. Quick; 1376. Charles E. 
Seward; 1377. George O. Simmons; 1378. Carl 
Jenkins; 1379. Thomas F. Richmond; 1380, 
Roy A. Kumas; 1381. H.M. Mitchell; 1382. 
Bobby W. Chipley; 1383. George C. Ray; 
1384. Otis D. Ryal; 1385. E.J. Rhodes; 1386. 
Billie ?. Upton; 1387. Charle Reeves; 1388. 
Robby Cain; 1389. James L. Perry; 1390. 
William C. Howell; 1391. Jerry W. Beckham; 
1392. Gary M. Chamblee; 1393. T.W. An- 
drews; 1394. Donald H. Faulkner; 1395. 
James M. Quick; 1396. Charles H. Russell; 
1397. William C. Lyle; 1398. Bill Jones; 1399. 
Martin W. Hardage; 1400. Edward D, Thorn- 
ton; MOL, Rupert Killens; 1402. Larry Har: 
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din; 1403. Ben Alvarado, Sr.; 1404. Harold 
Williams; 1405. Andrew B. Horn; 1406. Earl 
Jones; 1407. Troy V. King; 1408. Travis D. 
Brooks; 1409. L.M. Addy; 1410. Ray Mowdy; 
1411. Lawrence E. Williams; 1412. James R. 
Fortenberry; 1413. Robert R. Parkes; 1414, 
Freeman Tucker; 1415. William H. Moore; 
1416. Paul R. Moore; 1417. John J. Devere; 
1418. William A. Easterling; 1419. Joe B. 
Denson, Sr. 1420, Mike S. Donald; 1421. 
Willard K. Smith; 1422. William E. Adams; 
1423, Joe Cockrell; 1424. Walter J. Burks, Jr.; 
1425. Phillip G. Hardwick; 1426. William P. 
Calcote; 1427. Sam E. Klein; 1428. Sam Kline; 
1429, Billy J. Rushing; 1430. William McMil- 
lian; 1431. William A. Bryan; 1432. James C. 
Chambers; 1433, J.L. “Ted” Dennis; 1434, 
Don W. Howell; 1435. James R. Putnam; 
1436. Robert D. Ray; 1437. George H. San- 
ders; 1438. Benvard Myers; 1439. Robert D. 
Miley; 1440. Stewart C. Fletcher; 1441. 
Chester M. Green; 1442. James L. Philliph; 
1443. Howard B. Smith; 1444. L.N. Johnston; 
1445. Russell C. Henderson; 1446. Wayne 
Ward; 1447. James H. White; 1448. Curtis L. 
Massengale; 1449. Ben Alvarado, Jr.; 1450. 
William R. Jones; 1451. Thomas B. Dorman; 
1452. Roger Noller; 1453, Johnny Clark; 1454, 
Edward Malone; 1455. Jerry Tucker; 1456. 
James R. Cooper; 1457. Paul McElhenney; 
1458. Ellis D. Sessums; 1459. Mackie Bounds; 
1460. David A. McNann; 1461. Clarence A. 
Burnside; 1462. Clayton M. Harrison; 1463. 
Raymond Pennington; 1464. Billy J. Perkins; 
1465. William A. Chadwick; 1466. George B. 
Thornton. 


by Carthage VFW 


MINUTES OF 


CIRCUIT COURT-1842 
C190 


Commencing At April Term A.D. 
1842 In Carthage, Mississippi 


The following is a list of freeholders and 
householders returned to the Clerk of this 
Court by Robert Lindsey (Assessor) who are 
good and lawful citizens of Leake County, 
and are liable to serve on the jury. 

Arnold, Hewitt; Arnold, John A.; Arnett, 
David; Arnold, Bryant; Anderson, John; 
Allen, Stephen; Allen, George; Allen, Wil- 
liam; Brewer, Hewlet; Boon, William; Battle, 
Thomas A.; Boyd, John D.; Buford, Adam; 
Bennett, Elias; Bennett, John; Bennett, 
Elijah; Baker, James; Blocker, James ¥3 
Crosby, Seward; Crawsby, Levi; Curry, J.B.; 
Clayton, Williams; Coosby, Jesse; Coalanan, 


x ) 2);_Crane, William; Coalman, Philip; 


Collin, John; Clark, David; Thompson, J.1.; 
Lott, Amos; Heaton, D.H.; McDonald, D.H.; 
Shrock, James; Sanders, Isham; Skinner, 
Daniel; Stewart, John; Smith, George E.; 
Johnson, Wiley; Carson, Martin; Joslyn, 
Sam; Jr.; Ivy, Joseph; Ivy, Thomas; Jones, 
Charles; Keith, Alanson; Leonard, Josiah; 
Sanpten (?), Asa H.; Long, Monroe; Leflore, 
Benjamin; McGaughy, James; Martin, Wil- 
liam; Moore, Michael; Mills, Richard; McDo- 
nald, David; Wilbanks, John; Wilbanks, 
Elijah; West, Pleasant M.; Williams, John P.; 
Williams, J.D.; Weeks, Benjamin; Wolverton, 
J.; Whittington, Aaron; Williams, Samuel 
Paul; Weatherford, Wilburn; Washburn, 
Samuol 8; Wigly, John; Wilson, George W.; 


King, Jas.; Warrington, J.D.; Wells, Isaac (2); 
Watkins, Benjamin T.; Watkins, Isham; 
Yager, Elijah; Scarborough, Abram H.; 
Alford, Spiers; Edwards, David; Elliott, 
David; Freeny, Fabian; Halford, R.E; 
Golden, Tresvan; Goff, George W. 

Gordon, William; Groves, Iredell C.; Harper, 
Henry; Halbrook, Peter; Hood, Kinonick; 
Hutchins, John; Harris, Turn ?; Hooper, 
J.M.; Hicks, George; Harper, Logan; Harper, 
Oliver; Harris, Thomas S.; Harrell, John; 
Sharkey, Patrick; Smith, Joseph; Shambly, 
John; Saville, James; Ishrock, Henry; 
Thrasher, Buford; Thomas, James R,; Til- 
lette, Job.; Tucker, Joab.; Tatum, Richmond; 
Tarver, John; Tidwell, Charles; Turnage, 
Elisha; Sanders, Owen; Scrivner, John B; 
Speights, Shadrack; Wilbourn, Willis A; 
Blocker, Michael; McGaughy, Samuel; 
Norred, William; Norred, Samuel; Oaks, 
John; Varnasdale, Lucas; Palmer, Isaac; 
Pettigrew, Thomas M.; Price, William F,; 
Parker, Miles; Parker, John; Parker, Alfred; 
Parker, Jessee; Parker, Joshua J.; Parker, 
Giles; Parker, Isaac; Rogers, Joel; Dashner, 
George H.; Robinson Sam’l B.; Due, John; 
Due, Allen; Due, Reuben; Denhan, Willis; 
Hamilton, Edward; Ely, William W.; Ford, 
James A.; Fields, Jeremiah; Fields, Hugh H,; 
Fortson, Aaron; Ford, Wemion (2); Fortson, 
A.R.; Robertson, John; Robertson, William; 
Riley, Patrick; Richmond, Samuel; Simpson, 
William; Simpson, John R.; Simpson, Gil- 
bert; Shrock, D.H.; Lindsey, John W.; Loyd, 


Stephen; Lucky, James; Rullell, Hiram; - 


Rogers, Thomas C.; Thrasher, Isiah; Wil- 
liams, Samuel D.; Walker, H.R. 


by Patty Ann Hall 


POST OFFICES IN 
LEAKE COUNTY IN 


1906 
C191 


Barnes, Bertice, Bolatusha, Carthage, Con- 
way, Dossville, Dowell, Edinburg, Estes Mill, 
Free Trade, Gip, Good Hope, Gray, High Hill, 
Hopaki, Jesse, Lameta, Lucy, Luther, Mad- 
den, Marydell, Ofahoma, Palona, Renfroe, 
St. Ann, Thomastown, Tuscola, Walnut 
Grove, Williston, Yorka. (From the United 
States Official Guide) 1906. 

Population: Population of Leake County in 
1844 was 2,162. Population of Leake County 
in 1850 was 5,533. Population of Leake 
County in 1860 was 9,324. Population of 
Leake County in 1870 was 8,469. Population 
of Leake County in 1880 was 13,146. Popula- 
tion of Leake County in 1890. was 14,803, 
Population of Leake County in 1900 was 
17,360. Population of Leake County in 1910 
was 18,298. Copied from: “Soils of Missis- 
sippi”. 


by Patty Ann Hall 


THE GOLDEN STATE 
PARK 
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Tn the early 1410's two of De. William 
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Street Clinic, Michael is head basketball 
coach and teacher at Greenville High School 
and John is labor counsel for Dart and Kraft, 
Inc. in Chicago. With the death of Una Dz. 
Johnson in May, 1984, descendents of this 
family no longer live in Leake County. 


by Jane J. Williams 


JOHNSON, SAMUEL 


M. 
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Samuel M. Johnson was the oldest son of 
Benjamin Warren and Mathana Otterson 
Johnson. He was born in Greene County, 
Alabama on 17 Jun 1829. He came to 
Mississippi with his parents and they first 
settled in Neshoba County. When he was 13 
years old they moved to Leake County and 
settled in the Old Walnut Grove area. 

On 6 Jan 1851 he married Rosalea J. 
Richmond. She was born 29 May 1836 in the 
Walnut Grove area. Her father and mother 
were Samuel and Mary Richmond and were 
among the earliest Leake County pioneer 
families. 

Samuel and Rosalea settled in the Old 
Walnut Grove area where Samuel was highly 
respected as one of the best of farmers. They 
had 4 children before the Civil War started. 
In the spring of 1862 Samuel enlisted in the 
27th Mississippi infantry as a private. He was 
later promoted to sergeant and served until 
the close of the war. He participated in 
battles at Munfordsville, Perryville, Mur- 
freesboro, and from Chattanooga to Atlanta, 
Franklin, Nashville, and in battles in Missis- 
sippi and Virginia. He surrendered with 
General Lee on 9 Apr 1865. 

When Samuel returned to Leake County it 
was to take over a motherless home. Rosalea 
had died 19 Feb 1864 and had been buried in 
the Lindsey Cemetery near where her parents 
were to be buried. Some time later he married 
Mrs. Elizabeth Lindsey, daughter of MJ. 
Watson, of Carthage. 

The children of his marriage to Rosalea 
Richmond were: R.W. (Warren); Nancy R., 
married; R.C. (Cefe); Mary Mathana 
“Mollie”, married Dr. J.E. Golden; and Allen. 
He had one child by Elizabeth Watson 
Lindsey: Elizabeth O. “Betty”, married a 
Davis. 

Samuel Johnson was a steward in the 
Methodist Church for over 20 years and was 
a Master Mason. He died 11 May 1894 and 
is buried in the Johnson-Golden Cemetery at 
Old Walnut Grove. 


by Matsy C. Walker 


JORDAN, ISAAC 
F166 


Isaac Jordan was born August 19, 1813, and 
married Margaret L. McFarland Jordan, 
born August 24, 1814. They were both natives 
of South Carolina. They moved to Alabama, 
and then on to Carthage in 1842 or 1843. He 
engaged in the mercantile business and large 
farming interests. He had large real estate 
holdings, including a large part of the eastern 
part of the present day City of Carthage, 
known as the Jordan Survey. He died August 
3, 1870, and his wife died November 14, 1874. 


260 


They are both buried in the Jordan Cemetery 
in Carthage. Their children were: 

William Joseph, born June 5, 1838 in 
Alabama, married Mary Louisa ?, wounded 
near Murfreesboro, Tennessee during the 
Civil War, died May 10, 1874, and is buried 
in the Jordan Cemetery in Carthage. 

John Larkin, born March 19, 1841 in 
Alabama, married Eliza Florence Mann on 
September 10, 1866, severly wounded in the 
Civil War near Perryville, Kentucky, died 
November 25, 1907, and is buried in the 
Jordan Cemetery in Carthage. 

Isaac Henry Clay, born about 1843 in 
Carthage, married first Loraine T. Martin on 
June 6, 1866, married second Patsey Hall on 
May 23, 1877, entered Confederate Army at 
the age of 17 and served four years of heavy 
fighting, died sometime after 1880, and is 
buried in the Jordan Cemetery in Carthage. 

Mary Caroline (Callie), born November 22, 
1847 in Carthage, married Dewitt C. Beau- 
champ on September 17, 1867, died May 22, 
1888, and is buried in the Jordan Cemetery 
in Carthage. 

Louisa Ella, born November 13, 1848 in 
Carthage, married G.T. (Reuben) Johnson on 
December 19, 1866, died February 22, 1868, 
and is buried in the Jordan Cemetery in 
Carthage. 

Martha Ann, born September 15, 1851 in 
Carthage, married Finis E. Williams on 
February 15, 1872, died February 22, 1931, 
and is buried in the Jordan Cemetery in 
Carthage. 

Margaret A., born about 1853 in Carthage, 
married Amizah F. Hinkle, and they removed 
to Louisiana. 

Robert Lawson, born May 2, 1859 in 
Carthage, married Della Davis on November 
1, 1883, died June 16, 1932, and is buried in 
the Jordan Cemetery in Carthage. 

Dixey, born September 5, 1864 in Carth- 
age, married Samuel Allen Johnson on 
January 5, 1884, died November 1, 1909, and 
is buried in the Jordan Cemetery in Carthage. 


by Thomas E. Wilcox 


xX JORDAN, ISAAC 
EUGENE 


F167 


Isaac Eugene Jordan, the son of Robert 
Lawson Jordan and Della Davis Jordan, was 
born July 31, 1886 in Carthage. He attended 
the Carthage schools and Beeson College in 
Meridian, Mississippi. He engaged in the 
mercantile business, farming, and ownéd and 
operated Jordan Gin and Ice Plant. On 
December 26, 1907, he married Lena Pearl 
Bowie, the daughter of Frank Pinckney 
Bowie and Catherine Moore Bowie. Lena 
Pearl Bowie was born November 28, 1886 in 
Riley Springs, Texas. The wedding of Isaac 
Eugene and Lena Pearl took place while they 
were seated in a buggy on the west side of the 
court square in Carthage. The following 
children were born to this union: 

Infant daughter, died at birth, and is 
buried in the Jordan Cemetery in Carthage. 

Dora Frances was born May 29, 1911 in 
Carthage. She married first R.H. Gilmer of 
Walnut Grove, and they had three children: 
Mable Jean, who married Joe Silverii, has 
seven children (Steve, Debbie, Donna, Stan, 
Scott, Shawn, and Stacy); Patricia Ann, who 


married_Joe Crane, has three _ children, 


——— == 


“Cindy, Cristy, and Tom); R.H. Gilmer, dt 


(Unk), who married Doella Cindy Sue Wat- 
kins, has two children (Doella.and Melanie). 
After the death of R.H. Gilmer, Frances 
married Kirby E. Windham of Lena, who 
died in the late 1960’s. She still maintains her 
home in Lena. 

Eugenia was born April 24, 1919 in Carth- 
age. On June 6, 1937, she married George 
Bryant Wilcox, and they had three children: 
Frances Sue, who married Dan Allen Hodges, 
Jr., has two children (Dawn Anne and Dan 
Allen, III); Betty Lou (Boo), who married Dr. 
John Paul Lee, has two children (John Paul, 
II and Michael Wilcox); Thomas Eugene 
(Sonny), who married Linda Kaye Jackson, 
has two children (George Jason and Marian- 
na Jackson). Gene, after the death of George, 
still lives in Carthage. 

Isaac Eugene, or Daddy Ike, as he was 
known to his grandchildren, was known as a 
teller of tall-tales and a practical joker. He 
loved fishing, and later in life, was an avid fox 
hunter. Daddy Ike died on November 9, 1977, 
and is bureid in the Jordan Cemetery in 
Carthage. 

Lena Pearl Bowie Jordan, or Mama Lena, 
moved from Texas to Carthage when she was 
very young. After attending school in Carth- 
age, she taught school at Ofahoma, Piggtown, 
and Pearl Hill. At 98 years of age, she still 
lives in her home, built in 1911, in Carthage. 


by Thomas E. Wilcox 


JORDAN, ROBERT 
CARLTON SR. 


Rachel Estelle Guice of “Sweet” Jordan, age about 
3, wife of Robert Carlton Jordan Sr. 


Nearly a hundred and fifty years ago, there 
lived in Leake County two special people my 
grandparents, Richard (1819-1879) and 
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in some areas. R. L. and W. M. Jordan along 
with other stockholders organized the Leake 
County Bank in 1916. Then in 1921 they 
established the Jordan Auto Comapny, sel- 
lime Fords, the first automobile dealership in 
the county. ‘ 

Always for progress, W. M. Jordan contrib- 
uted greatly to the town and the county as he 
actively participated in business, community, 
amd civic affairs and was a loyal member of 
The Methodist Church for more than seventy 
years. 

Will died on August 18, 1957, and Una’s 
dezth occurred twelve years later on Decem- 
ber 15, 1969. 


by Fay Jordan 


JORDON FAMILY 


F172 


The Jordan family of my linage was in 
#=ke County, Mississippi, in 1870. I think 
pessibly much earlier. They lived, farmed 
m= went to school at Freeny. They were 
ac=sinted with the Jordans at Carthage and 
di seasonal trading with them. I do not know 
at <his time if our families connect. 

Mv linage is as follows as far back as I have 
researched it. 

William Jordan-1813, wife, Eliza-1810. 
C&Sidren: Margaret-1847, Jane-1847, Rachel 
Er=-ma-1851, Sarah-1854, William-1853, 
M=~cus T.M.-1857 (my family). 

fercus T.M. Jordan-1857, wife, Frances 
(F+nny) Emmaline Bynum-1876. Children: 
OtS=-1877, Marion, Ada Irene-1833, Nora- 
1835, Effie-1887, Mandy-1891, Willie 9died 
at eee 5), Joseph Clem-1895, Maude Idella- 
187. 9my mother). 


hover E. Fredrick Whittington-1894, we 


Msude Idella Jordan-1897. Children: Grover 
J.C_-1915-1917, Glover Carlton-1919, Clinton 
Heoien-1923, Glen Dale-1927, Andrew Lav- 
e[-2334, Hilda Faye-1936. . 

«Siover CArlton Whittington-1919, wife, 
Ca=melena Elizabeth Alberta. Children: 
Ce=on Vincent-1945. 

“Hnton Harlan Whittington, wife, Cora 
H==n Chamblee. Children: Clinton Harlan- 
1S£>. Loren Jan-1955. 

‘“Simton Harlan Whittington-1949, wife, 
Frences Sweeny Leavell-1949. Children: clin- 
toc Harlan, II-1973, Frank Leavell-1979, 
Eixspdeth Sweeny-1982. 

i.oren Jan Whittington-1955, wife, Laura 
Dizane Hood-1955-1984. Children-Jordan 
-1981 

(sien Dalle Whittington-1927, wife, Bobbie 
Gexrge Davidson-1927. Children: Threta 
Kev-1951. 

Andrew Lavell Whittington-1934, wife, 
Pamela Lurline Anderson. Children: Karen 
Elzzabeth-1963, Andrew Fredrick-1966, Lau- 
ra Carolyn-1969. 

Benjamin Ray Hollingworth-1940, wife, 
Hite Faye Whittington-1936. No children. 

Eeference: 1870 Leake County Census, 


- New Bethel Cemetery, My mother, Maude 


Ideiza Jordan Whittington. 

Brother of Franklin Luther Whittington. 

ames Henry Whittington-1872, wife, Eliz- 
abech Crane-1876. Children: Alma (Joe) 
Chixctwick-1912. : 

Te children, grandchildren and their 
farmahies of Frank Luther Whittington and 
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1984. 


by Clinton Harlon Whittington 


KEA, JAMES SEWARD | 
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James Seward Kea is the son of Josiah Keg 
and Susan Lucretia (Burks) Kea. James wag 
born on June 23, 1916. He married Dorig 
Eugenia Beckham on Nov. 28, 1937. Doris 
was born on Oct. 8, 1921. They lived in 
Neshoba County until 1944. They then 


moved to Leake County with their two - 4 
children, Jimmie Ruth and Larry Martin, ~ * 


Jimmie Ruth was born on Sept. 11, 1939, 
Larry Martin was born on March 13, 1943. On 


Jan. 25, 1950, another child, Percy Lee, was - 


born. 

On April 21, 1957, Jimmie Ruth married 
James Lacy (Jim) Freeny. Jim was born on 
Aug. 28, 1938. On May 26, 1964, they had 
their first child, Teresa Diane. Their second 
child was born on May 19, 1972, Matthew 
Kea Freeny. 

On April 1, 1966, Larry Martin Kea 
married Charlie (Lynette) Quinn, born on 
May 28, 1945. They had three children: Lisa 
Carol Kea was born on Nov. 14, 1970, Lana 
Lee Kea was born on Jan. 3, 1979 and 
Lucinda Lynn Kea was born on Dec. 11, 1980. 

On Aug. 17, 1968, Percy Lee Kea married 
Beverly Ann Smith. Beverly was born on Feb. 
12, 1950. Their first child was born on Aug. 
21, 1971, Eric Lee Kea. Emily Ann Kea, their 
second child, was born on Feb. 16, 1978. 


by Teresa Freeny 


KEENAN FAMILY 
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The Keenans by “Coat of Arms” are Irish- 
with many spellings of the name. Famous 
men such Actors, Bishop of Chester & Ely, 
English Diplomat, U.S. Army Surgeon and 
many Athletes. My grandfather, William P. 
Keenan, a Leake Countain, was born Decem- 
ber 24, 1853, married Mary E. Pilgrim, 
(Jeanie) January 28, 1875-died Oct. 23, 1911. 
They had three children: W.P. married 
Nancy Reeves the second marriage, Decem- 
ber 20, 1882. Ida Keenan Russell born 
January 25, 1878-had three children Sidney, 
Alex and Amos. Decatur Co. Died 1905. 

Lyle Amos Keenan born April 12, 1878, as 
a young man he went to Texas to work- 
married Nellie Barber December 22, 1901, 
they had three children: Clarence Hayes, 
born December 5, 1902, died May 28, 1903. 
Valeria Kate born October 1, 1904; two 
marriages-no children. James Barber (Jim) 
born June 9, 1913-married Nannie Pearl 
Huston January 3, 1936, three children: 
Eleanor, Jimmy and John. Jim died August 
10, 1971. 

Dorothy Eleanor, born May 31, 1939 
married Lex Sims June 2, 1963, one child: 
Kary Lunan born November 30, 1956. e 

James Barber, born June 20, 1944 married 
Dianne-she has 2 children Chris and Kac 
John Lyle, born Janaury 6, 1946 married 
Brenda Fay Stephenson November 14, 1964) ° 
2 children: Tina Renee horn Sentember 6 


Hezikiah (Hez) Keenan, Story Keenan, William (Bill) Keenan, Nancy Reeves Keenan, Leona Keenan in 


front of Keenan log house in Leake County. 


1965 and John Lyle, born April 23, 1969. 

John’s second marriage Sandy Puckett, 1 
child: Kate Adria born November 7, 1983. 
You will note number three is outstanding- 
three Keenan children had three children 
each and many later later decendents the 
same. 

Martha Leona Keenan Coleman: born 

June 11, 1881 married Robert Fonzo Cole- 
man. They had three children: Uncle Bob 
died and later Aunt Lone married John 
Henderson. Children: Eugenia Ellen, Wil- 
liam Freddie and Grover Cleveland. Aunt 
Lone died May 15, 1930. Eugenia Ellen born 
April 7, 1905, married Bertis Brayn Decem- 
ber 28, 1974-they had four children: Ellen 
died May 16, 1978. 
J.B. Bryan, born May 13, 1928 married 
Frances Rachley March 2, 1953. One child 
David. David married Debria Joyce Denton, 
June, 1976. 2 children: Mary Frances born 
May 18, 1967, Ellen Marie born October 29, 
1980. 

Doris Gray Brayan, born December 26, 
1926 married William Lester Freeny, October 
1, 1948, three children: Pamela, Frances and 
William Henry. Pamela Jean born May 8, 
1951, married Bobby Lee Withers, December 
19, 1970. 1 child: JOel Lee born September 
38, 1973. 

Marcia Frances, born August 25, 1954 
married Kim L. Caldwell. 

William Henry born February 16, 1958- 
died February 17, 1958. 

William Almon, born AUgust 28, 1934, 
married Rosie Lee Taylor October 19, 1981. 

Rose born February 8, 1937. 

Martha Nell, born February 6, 1938 
Married Bruce Davis James June 5, 1960-6 
children Mary Ellen, born March 6, 1965; 
Lance, born December 14, 1966; Melinda 
Ann, born Janaury 1, 1970; Robey and Dobey, 
born May 18, 1972; Michael, born December 
7, 1976. 

William Freddie Coleman, born Septem- 
ber 6, 1912-married Audrey Mae Caldwell 
June 13, 1936, 3 children: Martha Eleanor, 


born December 10, 1938, married Jimm 
Crane June 28, 1958, 2 children: Brenda, born 


ecember 21, 1964, Mike born October 10, 
1963. William Dexter Coleman, born October 
1, 1942, married Helen Joyce Callahan; 3 
children: Pauline Marie, born March 17, 
1963; Twins: Donald Fred and Ronald Dexter 
born March 7, 1967. Freddie Ann, born 
February 6, 1946-married Billy G. Greer 
August 21, 1964-2 children Phillip Dwight 
born May 17, 1975; Ginger Ann born April 21, 
1978. 
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James Franklin “Jim” Kelly was born 
March 3, 1896 and died April 10, 1970. His 
parents were William Ross “Bill” Kelly and 
Georgia Ann “Dolly” Allen Kelly. He married 
Jeannie Laura Richmond who was born 
August 8, 1895 and died April 25, 1962. Her 
parents were John Richmond and Adie 
Young. Jim Kelly was a a farmer in the 
Freeny community in Leake County. They 
were the parents of four children. Jim and 
Laura Kelly are buried in the Freeny Ceme- 
tery. 
Winnie Kelly was the first child of Jim and 
Laura Kelly, born May 18, 1918. She married 
L.C. Sanders who was born July 17, 1916. 
They had one child, Jimmy Andrew Sanders, 
born November 6, 1947. He married Marga- 
ret Rebecca Savell who was born June 20, 
1951. They have two children: Angela Rebec- 
ca Sanders, born May 6, 1972, and Amanda 
Wynn Sanders born March 7, 1983. 

James Odell Kelly was the second child of 
Jim and Laura Kelly, born September 3, 
1921. He married Wilma James Peoples Kelly 
who was born July 6, 1925. Her parents were 
James Murray Peoples and Kate Scott 


married Kitty Sue Holder Kelly | 
born Judy 22, 1944. They had two 
James Lyndon (Lyn) Kelly, Jr., ar 
Layne Kelly. Lyn was born July 29, 
Layne was born May 10, 1967. Li 
Kelly was the second child of O 
Wilma Kelly. She was born April 16, 
married| James Dwight Shepard ° 
born May 31, 1949. They had o1 
James Dewight Shepard, Jr. (Jamie) 
born September 29, 1969. 

Leroy Welly was the second son of 
Laura Keily. He was born Septembe 
and married Lucille Bryan who v 
February 12, 1921. They had one : 
Wayne Kelly who was born April 1 

Mildred Avalene Kelly was the : 
child of Jim and Laura Kelly. She : 
January 26, 1926 and married Leon 
who was: born February 15, 1921. T 
two chilefren: Judy Ann Watkins bor 
ary 13, £942, married Lavon “Bunk” 
was borm October 14, 1942. They 
girls: Lisa Ann Gill born Novembe! 
and Lawra Leigh Gill born May ] 
Jerry Leon Watkins was born Fek 
1959, amd married Susan Renee 
Watkins, born December 20, 1962. 
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William Martin Kelly was bornin. 
and died in Virginia during the Civil ' 
wife was: Mary Delane Ware Kelly 
born in Georgia or North Carolin 
1831-1834. Her parents were Joh: 
born in. North Carolina about 11 
Rebecca Ross Ware. 

Williawa Martin and Mary Dela: 
had two children: Nancy Rebecca “ 
Kelly was the first child. She was 
January I5, 1859, married James Lz 
“Ellis” om April 12, 1877 and died 
1933. They had 10 children. Jim F 
born September 15, 1859 and died N. 
23, 1941. Both are buried in the Ne 
Cemetery in Leake County. 

William Ross Kelly was the seconc¢ 
William Martin and Mary Delan 
William Ross was called Bill and v 
December 3, 1860. He married Geo! * 
Allen Kelly on July 21, 1861. 1 
February 6, 1943. Georgia Ann All 
was born September 25, 1865. She wa 
lady in stature and was called “Do} 
was 46 years old when her last child v 
She died @n Mother’s Day, May 1 
They hadi 15 children. 

Bill andi Dolly Kelly’s 15 childr 
Alice Victery Kelly Kemp, Mary Dor 
Donald, Thhetus Luvenia Kelly Ker 
Ealy Kelly, Cora Sammie Kelly, Twi 
Olin Kelly and Ola Ardel Kelly 
Franklin Kelly, Henry Brady Kelly 
William Ira Kelly and Arden Kell 
Lilliam Kelly Brantley, Eula Kell 
mond, Jessie Dee Kelly Richmond, a) 


